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' ; : 22 i^nch mine blast 

sfPTZ. Frroce'(R) A» cxploaon killed 22 miners and injured 
about 100 Monday in-FraoCe’ s worst coal mine disaster for more 
tfura^ decade, a pit spokesman said. The blast some 1 ,050 metres 
•: underground in the Forbach mine near the West German border 
was thought to have been caused by fire damp, a gas composed 
Largely of methane which is given off by coal. When it explodes, it 
immediately ignites coal dust in the vicinity. Officials said 923 „ 
■ men . were working in the pit at the time, and mine rescue workers 
were ai hist unable to penetrate the gallery where the blast 
.occurred became of a dense concentration of gases. The initial 
death toliof 1 9 rose when three men who had been posted m issing 
were found dead. The spokesman said most of the injured had 
been created for inhalation of laxic fumes and that none was in 
serious .condition- 
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Poland expels U.S. diplomat 

WARSAW (APJ — Poland has ordered the expulsion of a United 
Stales diplomat who was accused of conducting espionage act* 
ivities. government spokesman Jerzy Urban said Monday. Mr. 
Urban said that the Foreign Ministry had ordered the U.S. mil- 
itary attache. Colonel Frederick Myer. to leave Poland within 4X 
hours for activities which were "a serious breach ot his diplomatic 
status." The acting U.S. charge d'affaires was summoned to the 
Foreign Ministry to receive a written protest note ordering Col. 
Myer’s expulsion. Mr. Urban said. "Colonel Frederick Mver has 
been , declared persona non grow in Poland and must leave Poland 
within 48 hours. " said Mr. Urban. Mr. Urban said Polish security 
service officers detained Col. Myer and his wife, Barbara, last 
Thursday after they were observed taking photographs from their 
car in a "prohibited military zone" near the town ot Przasnyv/. 
100 kilometres north of Warsaw. 
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• Hassan U receives 

- . Hussein’s message 

.. . IvjARAKESH (J.T.) — His Maj- 

- eay King Hussein has sear a mes- 
sage, to King Hassan U of Morocco 

1 , ‘ • dealing with the joint Jordan tan- 
. ; Palestinian accord signed in 
v • Amm an on Feb, f 1. The message 
was delivered to King Hassan by 
Chief of the Royal Court Marwan 
Al (Jasem who arrived here Suo- 
dsy.eveniflg- 

Iraq seeks Security 
Council debate 

,li5, UNITED NATIONS (R) — Iraq 
called Monday for a meeting of 
the Security Council to discuss a 
report issued last week on pri- 
soners taken during the five-year 

• war between that country and 
Iran. The report, prepared by a 
three -member panel appointed by 
Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, -said prisoners on both 
sides were treated harshly and 

' Geneva Conventions violated. In 
a fetter to the president of the 
council Iraqi delegate Riyadh AJ 
Oaysi called for the 15-nation 
body to convene on the matter in 
the first week of March. 

Lebanese army, 
Palestinians clash 

Id?: • - 

BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese 
1 army unit fpughr a gunbatde with 
Palestinians in a refugee camp 
near Beirut airport, security sou- 
rces said. tior casualties were rep- 
orted in the clash which lasted at 
least 15 minutes. The army dosed 
- the. airport road. Army troops 
were .reported to have taken up 

- positions outside the Bourj Al 

■ ■ Barajneb- -uamp- with *he ■Pal-> 

. estmtans inside. 

4 killed, 35 injured 
in Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Four peo- 

“ pie were killed, 35 injured and 
more than 30 arrested Monday in 
clashes during Pakistan's general 
elections, police and opposition 
sources reported. The police said 
the deaths occurred in shooting 
involving supporters of rival can- 
didates in Punjab and Sind pro- 
vinces. Two men died in the Pun- 
. jab town of Arifwala. one in the 
provincial capital Lahore, where 
five others were seriously injured. 

", Another died at Rohri in Sind 
province, police said. 

Related story on page 8 

Shamir, Mitterrand 
discussJordan-PLO 
accord on joint action 

PARIS (R) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand Monday discussed a joint 
Middle East peace proposal made 
recently by Jordan and the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). . 

;r> Qadhafi urges revolt 
among U.S. blacks 

■ CHICAGO (R) — : Libyan leader 
Mnammar Qadhafi has urged 

.black Americans io form their 
own nation with the helpofarcv- 
by. Wacks servii g in the U.S. 
ar B 3 y- CoLGadhaff made the sug- 
gestion during a sp* ech broadcast 
from Libya to a rteetrng of the 
separatist nation of Islam. 


Mubarak says he has asked U.S. to act as host 

Peres welcomes Egyptian call for 
Israeli- Jordanian- Palestinian talks 
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CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak was quoted as saying Mon- 
day he has asked the U.S. to act as host in 
direct talks between Israel and members of a 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian delegation and 
Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres exp- 
ressed “great interest 9 ? in the proposal. 


The Egyptian president said in a 
New York Times interview that 
Egypt would also be willing to acL 
as host for such a meeting of the 
two sides, or would be willing to 
attend one "anywhere" that is 
agreeable to all concerned. 

"Why not?” he said. "We are 
ready to help.” 

Mr. Mubarak said he is more 
optimisric about the chances for 
peace following the pullout of Isr- 
aeli troops from Lebanon and the 
formulation of a joint peace plan 
signed Feb. 1 2 by Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

But while saying he is "very 
encouraged” by the latest dev- 
elopments, he stressed that more 
is needed from both sides. 

"We can't reach a solution in 
one hop," Mr. Mubarak said. 

The Egyptian leader urged Isr- 
ael to accept direct talks with a 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian . del- 
egation, and said that such a del- 
egation would not have to include 
known members of the PLO. with 
whom Israel has refused to meet. 

"The PLO has lots of people 
who are pro-PLO on the West 


Bank.” said Mr. Mubarak. "Let's 
be practical." 

" Do you know who is or who is 
not a member of the PLO?” he 
continued. “How can you confirm 
this?” 

Mr. Mubarak made it clear the 
Palestinian component of any 
joint delegation would have to be 
chosen by the PLO. 

"The United States should inv- 
ite this Jordanian-Palestinian del- 
egation. and I asked the PLO to 
appoint in the delegation some 
moderate people so as to give a 
push to the peace process." he 
said. 

“You know that the PLO is the 
sole legitimate representative of 
the Palestinians, so the 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
will contain some Palestinians 
(chosen) by the PLO.” he added. 
“The PLO are not extremists.... 
they have very modern and very 
.good people to negotiate.” 

Mr. Mubarak said he feels the 
PLO would "coordinate with K ing 
Hussein to select moderate figures 
if they want to reach a solution." 

Although the 'Jordanian- 
Palestinian accord calls for neg- 


otiations at an international peace 
conference to include the Soviet 
Union. Mr. Mubarak said it would 
be preferable for the Israelis to 
meet first with the Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation. 

"An international conference 
could be the last stage... as a ble- 
ssing of the solution.” he said. 

Mr. Mubarak said Egypt rec- 
ently sent an envoy to Bucharest. 
Romania, to meet with Mr. Peres, 
who visited Romania last week. 

Mr. Mubarak said he would 
press his views on Middle East 
talks and other issues during a visit 
to Washington tentatively sch- 
eduled to begin on March 8. 

In Israel. Mr. Peres told the 
Associated Press that he believed 
Mr. Mubarak's offeT to host direct 
talks between Israel and a joint 
Palest inian-Jordanian delegation 
“deserves a careful and a positive 
study." 

He said Egypt and Israel were 
exchanging envoys and confirmed 
that he had met with an Egyptian 
envoy in Bucharest last week. "I 
think it's an opening of a dialogue, 
and I shall look forward to the 
continuation of an exchange of 
views." 

He added that he would receive 
an Egyptian envoy in Israel and 
had sent Energy Minister Moshe 
ShahaJ. a leading member of his 
Labour Party, to Cairo for exp- 
loratory talks with Mr. Mubarak. 

"So we shall have a rather int- 
ense opportunity to exchange 
views." Mr. Peres said. " I do bel- 
ieve that r Egypt "anti the Egyptian 
president can play an important 


and constructive role in the fur- 
thering of the peace process in the 
Middle East.” 

“I read President Mubarak's 
statement with great interest. I 
think this statement deserves a 
careful and a positive study," Mr. 
Peres said. "On the Israeli side, he 
will find a willing and constructive 
party." 

But Mr. Peres restated Israel's 
longstanding objections to sitting 
at the negotiating table with 
members of the PLO. 

Saying he wanted to" repeat the 
elements which are acceptable to 
us," Mr. Peres specified a "need 
for a direct negotiation between 
Jordanians or a Jordanian- 
Palestinian joint delegation which 
will not include members of the 
PLO...” 

Asked if he was optimistic that a 
peace process could be started. 
Mr. Peres said "whoever is int- 
erested in peace must be, as I am. 
an optimistic person." 

Neither Mr. Peres nor his aides 
indicated when the Egyptian 
envoy would meet with the Israeli 
leader. 

Ezer Weizman. a minister wit- 
hout portfolio in the Israeli cab- 
inet who has acted as a close adv- 
isor to Mr. Peres on Middle East 
policy, said he viewed Mr. Mub- 
arak's proposals as “extremely 
positive” and represented an 
“extremely encouraging move.” 

In Washington, a White House 
official said the United Slates 
would not take a direct role until 
Israel 'anti' Arab' nations agree to 
negotiate. 


PLO seeks positive American 
response to accord with Jordan 


By John Rice 

The Associated Press 

AMMAN — A senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
official said Sunday the minimum 
U.S. response to the Jordan- PLO 
joint peace action would be rec- 
ognition of the Palestinians’ right 
to a country of their own. 

Abdul Rahim Ahmad, a mem- 
ber of the PLO Executive Com- 
mittee. said the PLO agreed to 
joint action with Jordan “to ove- 
rcome the excuses of the United 
Stares and some Arabs." 

That was evidently a reference 
to U.S. calls for Jordan and the 
PLO to agree on a peace plan as 
one of the conditions for an inc- 
reased American role in the peace 
process. 

‘The minimum thing they could 
do is that they could recognise 
Palestinian people and their right 
to self-determination.” Mr. 
Ahmad said when asked how the 
United States could respond to the 
agreement reached Feb. 11. 

Speaking in Arabic through a 
translator, he went on to say 
"self-determination means an 
independent state.” 

The agreement calls for rec- 
ognising U.N. Security Council 


resolutions that would have Israel 
giving up occupied lend in exc- 
hange for peace, for creation of a 
Palestinian homeland in con- 
federation with Jordan, and for an 
international conference on the 
Middle East. 

The conference would be att- 
ended by the PLO, all countries 
involved in the conflict, and the 
five permanent member states of 
the U.N. Security Council, which 
include the Soviet Union. 

The United States expressed 
cautious optimism toward the 
PLO-Jordan agreement, but nei- 
ther it nor Israel has said it was- 
willing to attend an international 
conference that involved the Sov- 
iet Union. 

Mr. Ahmad was asked if the 
PLO might compromise further 
should the United States and Isr- 
ael express a willingness to neg- 
otiate. 

" We need a just solution for our 
problem,” he said. "In order to 
reach a resolution, we have fol- 
lowed a decision... to hold an int- 
ernational conference... if you find 
any road which leads there, we axe 
wiDing to walk it” 

Meanwhile the Syrian gov- 
ernment vowed at its weekly mee- 


ting Monday to foil the joint 
Jordan-PLO peace formula. 

The official Syrian Arab News 
Agency (SANA) said that the cab- 
inet under Prime Minister Abdul 
Raouf AI Kasm decided to "make 
the foiling of the accord its official 
policy." 

Syria has repeatedly said peace 
with Israel was impossible and 
what the Arabs should do is build 
up their military to confront Isr- 
ael. 

The Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, adds: The Jordan-PLO 
3ccord for a joint action towards 
Middle East peace is probably the 
“last opportunity” for com- 
prehensive and just peace in the 
Middle East, according to Al 
Quds newspaper published in 
Jerusalem. 

The newspaper said that Lhe 
accord “reflects the und- 
erstanding of both Jordanian and 
Palestinian leaderships oF the 
dangers that threaten the future of 
the occupied territories and its 
occupants.” 

The newspaper added that the 
agreement is the only hope for the 
inhabitants of the occupied ter- 
ritory and urged other Arab cou- 
ntries to support the accord. 


Syria ‘protests’ 
to Jordan over 
alleged attack 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Syria 
has protested to Jordan over what 
Interior Minister Nasseriddin 
Nasser said was the killing of two 
civilians by five gunmen who ent- 
ered Syria from Jordan on Sat- 
urday. 

The official Syrian News Age- 
ncy SANA said Jordan’s charge 
d’affaires, Adnan Malkawi, was 
su mmo ned to the Foreign Min- 
istry Sunday night to receive the 
protest. 

Jordan’s Interior Ministry cat- 
egorically denied the Syrian all- 
egation and said border troops 
and police had not reported any 
incident. . 

A statement Sunday by the Syr- 
ian interior minister alleged that 
five gunmen drove into Syria’s 
southern Deraa province from 
Jordan Saturday night and opened 
fire on a passing car, “killing two 
civilians and wounding another-” 
" : The Syrian news agency later 
withdrew Mr. Nasser’s statement 
without explanation, bnt it app- 
eared in Monday’s newspapers. 


Norwegian official says he 
was ‘blackmailed’ by KGB 


OSLO (R) — A former Nor- 
wegian junior minister accused of 
spying for the KGB and com- 
promising NATO defences was 
blackmailed into continuing his 
alleged activifc^afier an orgy in a 

Moscow apartme n t, it was claimed 

Monday. 

Arne Treholt, 42, is charged 
with spying for the Soviet Union 
and Iraq from 1974 to 1983, rev- 
ealing top secret NATO defence 
information and passing on details 
of meetings with world leaders. 
His trial began Monday, 

District Attorney Lara Kvigstad 
told the court Mr. Treholt adm- 
itted after Ms arrest in January 
1984 that he attended a party in a 
Moscow flat during an official visit 
by a Norwegian delegation in 
1975, that turned into “something 
of an orgy". 

Mr. Kvigstad told the court Mr. 
Treholt said he was later shown 
photographs by a Soviet secret 
police (KGB) contact in Oslo to 
blackmail him into supplying fur- 
ther information. 

But Mr. Treholt, who denies all 


charges, maintained throughout 
interrogation that all information 
he passed to the Soviet Union was 
“low-grade” and could not harm 
Norwegian national security. 

In the list of charges read to the 
court Monday, Mr. Treholt was 
accused of disclosing details of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Org- 
anisation’s (NATO) mQHaiy str- 
ategy to the KGB for payment. 

He was also accused of passing 
on information on meetings inv- 
olving many world leaders, inc- 
luding former U.S. Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger, former 
Canadian Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau. Helmut Schmidt, former 
chancellor of West Germany, 
Lord Carrington, former British 
foreign secretary and now NATO 
secretary general, and ex- 
President Uiho Kekkonen of Fin- 
land. 

Mr. Kvigstad said the Moscow 
orgy took place when Mr. Treholt 
was visiting Moscow in the second 
half ofl 975 as part of a delegation 
to discuss delimitation of the Bar- 
ents Sea. 


Gromyko 
in Rome, 

ROME (Agencies) — Soviet For- 
eign Minister Andrei Gromyko 
began a three-day visit to Italy 
Monday and the Vatican ann- 
ounced that Pope John Paul would 
interrupt his Lenten spiritual ret- 
reat to meet him. 

Mr. Gromyko, on his first visit 
to Italy in six years, will meet the 
Pope Wednesday morning in the 
private papal library, a Vatican 
spokesman said shortly after Mr. 
Gromyko arrived in Italy. 

To receive Mr. Gromyko the 
Pope will interrupt a week-long 
Lenten spiritual retreat in the Vat- 
ican which began Sunday night 
and during which he normally has 
no official engagements. 

The spokesman said that alt- 
hough the Polish pontiff speaks 
Russian the Soviets had asked that 
an interpreter be present at the 
meeting, the first between the two 
men since they met at the Vatican 
in January 1979, three months 
after the Pope's election. 

An official Vatican source said 
the Pope's decision to have the 
meeting showed his concern for 
East-West relations. U.S. officials 
briefed the Pope last January on 
the U.S.-Soviet agreement to res- 
ume disarmament negotiations. 

Mr. Gromyko's first day in 
Rome was scheduled as private. 
After a brief, informal welcoming 
chat with Foreign Minister Giulio 
Andreotti at the airport he was 
scheduled to go sightseeing. 


Bombs thrown 
at Israeli bus, 
police vehicle 

TEL AVIV (R) — Unidentified 
men threw firebombs at Israeli 
vehicles in the occupied West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip Sunday 
night but caused no damage or 
injuries, a military source said 
Monday. 

One of the bombs was thrown at 
a police car in Rafah, at the sou- 
thern tip of Gaza. It was the sec- 
ond attempted firebombing of a 1 
police car in Rafah in four days. 

In the second incident, a fir- 
ebomb was thrown at an Israeli 
bus on the Jerusalem-Bethlehem 
road near Beit Jalla but missed 
and hit a tree. 

Last week, two buses taking 
Arab labourers to their jobs in Isr- 
ael were set on fire. 

In Damascus, a Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) spl- 
inter group Monday claimed res- 
ponsibility . 


Hussein rules out visit to 
Israeli-occupied Jerusalem 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein has 
dismissed an Israeli call for him to visit Jerusalem ' 
for peace talks and said he will not visit the Holy City 
as long as it was under Israeli occupation. 

“Jerusalem has a special place in my heart.*’ the 
King said in a U.S. television interview . “It contains 
the tomb of my grandfather (King Abdullah Ibn Al 
Hussein), who fought for Arab unity, the Great 
Arab Revolt and for the rights of the Palestinian 
people.” 

“[was the last Arab Muslim ruler of the Holy City 
before its occupation in 1967 and after a 1,000 years 
of Islamic rule I wfll not give legitimacy to the Israeli 
annexation of the Holy City by visiting it, as long as 
it is under the Israeli occupation.” the King said. 

The King was replying to a statement by Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres who said after a visit 
to Italy last week (hat he was willing to travel to 
Amman for peace talks. “I xm ready to go to 
Amman,” Mr. Peres bad said. “I am sure Israelis 
would like to see it if King Hussein would come to 
Jerusalem and announce whatever he has in mind.” 

In the interview with the U.S. television, the King 
also reviewed the developments in the Middle East 
and the Palestinian arena since 1967 when the Isr- 
aels occupied the West Bank and Gaza and East 
Jerusalem. 

Referring to the Feb. 1 1 accord between Jordan 
and the PLO on a formula for joint action to settle 
the Palestinian problem, the King said the Jor- 
danians and Palestinians “are standing together” 
and are willing to contribute positively to efforts to 
solve the Arab- Israeli conflict, the crux of which ties 
in the Palestinian issue. 

Last chance for peace 

In another interview with Austrian Television. 


Monday, King Hussein, said there is now a chance 
that Middle East peace moves could "po in the right 
direction" but also warned of dire consequences, of 
the opportunity is lost. 

“There is a possibility now that this (process! 
could go in the right direction at long last.” king 
Hussein told Austrian Tele vision. “But at the same 
time, if the opportunity is lost, if nothing happens in 
the month ahead to begin a process iu the direction 
of peace, then i believe the chance might be lost fur 
all times to coine, and the disaster that would follow 
may beset the entire area, maybe the world.” 

Speaking of the recent the Jordan-PLO agr- 
eement, the King said: “One of the positive dev- 
elopments recently is that Jordanians and Pal- 
estinians are now together, and they are saying *vve 
are ready to discuss under the auspices of the five 
permanent members of the U.N. Security Council 
all proposals that might lead to a comprehensive 
peace with Israel'.” 

The U.S. and Israel have so far ruled out a broad 
U.N .-sponsored conference on the issue because that 
would involve the Soviet Union, which does not rec- 
ognise Israel diplomatically. 

Asked if an Israeli withdrawal from the territories 
it occupies could bring about a new peace process. 
King Hussein said: 

“If and when the territories are being retrieved, 
the Palestinians will exercise their inalienable right 
of self determination, just as the Jordanians will, on 
the idea of a confederation to exist between us. 

“At this time we do not want to publicly discuss 
any details. Those will be worked nut later. How- 
ever, the idea of confederation is already firmly 
embedded in the minds and hearts of all.” 


Lebanon calls for U.N. debate 
as Israel raids continues village 


BEIRUT (Aencies) — The Leb- 
anese government said Monday it 
was seeking an urgent session of 
the United Nations Security Cou- 
ncil to debate Israeli practices in 
South Lebanon am ids reports 
from the Israeli-occupied Sou- 
thern Lebanon that the occ- 
upation army was continuing its 
crackdown on Lebanese villagers 
suspected of supporting resistance 
forces. 

The Lebanese Foreign Ministry 
ordered its ambassador to the 
U.N. to act according to a com- 
plaint lodged with the council last 
Thursday, after Israel stepped up 
an anti- resistance campaign in 
Lebanese villages east of Tyre. 

Lebanon complained about Isr- 
aeli practices in the south last year, 
but a resolution calling on the Isr- 
aeli army to respect international 
laws and conventions was vetoed 
by the United States. 

Meanwhile. Israeli troops rai- 
ded two villages in southern Leb- 
anon Monday, wounding three 
people and destroying a house. 

The sweep through Shabriha. 
near Tyre, and Harouf. to the east, 
was latest in a series of military 


operations aimed at curtailing res- 
istance attacks against the Israeli 
array. 

The Israelis also detained an 
undisclosed number of people in 
both villages and confiscated hand 
grenades, shells, mortar bombs, 
dynamite and other explosives, 
according to sources quoted by 
Reuter. 

Israeli troops also kept tight 
control of roads in Shi'iic Muslim 
districts east of Tyre. 

The Israelis, who have scaled 
off the area from the rest of Leb- 
anon. kept tight control of roads 
and few people ventured from the 
villages, according to security sou- 
rces quoted by Reuter. 

G hassan Haidar, the Lebanese 
government's commissioner for 
the Tyre district, told officials in 
Sidon: "The situation has become 
tragic. 

“The villagers arc Irving in a big 
prison. There is an acute shortage 
of food and fuel. Israeli troops are 
directing sniper fire at the villages. 
The health situation is det- 
eriorating.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres on Sunday defended the Isr- 


aeli raids in South Lebanese vil- 
lages. and a cabinet spokesman 
said the sweeps would continue. 

Fourteen people have been kil- 
led. dozens arrested and an est- 
imated 15 houses destroyed in the 
raids that began last Wednesday 
after a surge of ambushes on Isr- 
aeli forces. 

In Riyadh. Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rashid Karami was quo- 
ted here as saying he expected the 
second stage of the Israeli pullout 
from South Lebanon to take place 
"ahead »l the specified April 
date.” 

In an interview with the Saudi 
Arabian newspaper Al Sharq AI 
Awsat. Mr. Karami said the full 
Israeli pullout from South Leb- 
anon” which should be und- 
ertaken in the summer, will mean 
the end of Lebanon's tribulations 
and the heralder of unity and ref- 
orm." 

Israel earlier this month com- 
pleted the first of a three-phase 
unilateral pullout ol the troops 
that have occupied South Leb- 
anon since the June JMS2 inv- 
asion. No dates haw been ann- 
ounced for the second two phases. 


Amal- Hezbollah differences 
erupt into violence in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AP) — Rival ShiTte 
Muslim militias traded gun fire and 
grenades in five poor nei- 
ghbourhoods of Beirut Monday in 
the first officially reported clash 
between the sect’s mainstream 
group and pro-Iranian extremists. 

Police said one combatant was 
wounded in the three-hour fig- 
hting that pined "Antal.” Leb- 
anon's largest ShPite militia, aga- 
inst the I rani an- backed fun- 
damentalist faction of Hezbollah, 
(Party of God). 

There were no civilian casualty 
reports from the embattled nei- 
ghbourhoods of Houd Al Wilaye. 
Bouj Abu Haidar. Karm Zaitoun. 
Barbour and Zokak AJ Balat. 
Gunfire and rocket-propelled 
grenade blasts echoed through the 
residential sections until a cea- 
sefire was arranged at midday 
(1 000 GMT), according to police. 

Two of the six major crossings 
between Beirut’s mostly Muslim 
and mainly Christian sectors were 
closed by the army during the fig- 
hting and reopened after the hos- 
tilities tapered off. 

The clash occurred after Beirut 
newspapers published a Hez- 
bollah statement challenging 
Antal's claim to Lhe leadership of 
resistance warfare against the Isr- 
aeli army in occupied South Leb- 
anon. 

’’Those who negotiated with the 
enemy are not qualified to guide 
the resistance,” the statement said 


•n an apparent allusion to Amal 
leader Nabih Berri. who serves as 
state minister for South Lebanon 
in the central Lebanese gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Berri had endorsed Leb- 
anon's entry last Nov. X into 
military-level negotiations with 
Israel under U.N. sponsorship to 
arrange a coordinated Israeli wit- 
hdrawal from Lebanon. The talks 
collapsed on Jan. 24. 

Mr. Berri on Saturday issued 
mobilisation instructions to the 
predominantly Shi'ite population 
of the occupation zone to cope 
with the latest Israeli crackdown. 
He directed the inhabitants to 
stick to their homes and land, and 
instructed resistance fighters to 
prevent any exodus and step up 
their attacks on the Israel is despite 
the recent Israeli sweeps into sev- 
eral South Lebanese villages. 

Hezbollah has been claiming 
the guerrilla warfare credit for 
fundamentalist clerics who for- 
med an “Islamic resistance mov- 
ement,” rejecting Mr. Bern's con- 
tention that the resistance is nat- 
ionalist and has no sectarian cha- 
racter. 

In Beirut, security officials at 
the city’s international airport sta- 
ged a one-hour strike on Monday 
in support of demands for pay rai- 
ses and promotions made by a dis- 
grintled security employee who 
hijacked a Middle East Airline 
( MEA) jet on Saturday. 


Incoming and outgoing pas- 
sengers had to simply wait from 1 0 
to 1 1 a.m. (0X00 to OVflO GMT) 
while securiiy officials refrained 
from stamping passports. 

The hijacker. Doraid Hassan. 
forced three members of the crew 
to fly the Boeing 707 twice to the 
Cypriot port of Larnaca after ail 
passengers, stewards and hos- 
tesses escaped down emergency 
chutes. 

He returned the jetliner to Bei- 
rut and slid out into sanctuary in 
the hills surrounding the airpon. 
ending the five-hour hijack drama 
after receiving government ass- 
urances that his demands would 
be considered. 

Mr. Hassan on Sunday held a 
news conference in the Shouf 
mountain town of Moukhtara with 
Socialist leader Walid Junblan, 
who Serves as transport and tou- 
rism minister in the Lebanese 
government. 

Mr. Hassan. a Druze. wore his 
uniform and sat at a table next to 
Mr. Junblati. who ruled out any 
legal proceedings against the hij- 
acker. 

Mr. Junblan. who ruled out any 
legal proceedings against the hij- 
acker. 

Mr. Junblatt said while he dis- 
approved of hijacking, the dem- 
ands made by Mr. Hassan for the 
welfare of low-ranking employees 
of the government security dep- 
artment were justified. 
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Arab summit should be 
well prepared, Oman says 


MUSCAT (R) — Oman and its Gulf Arab allies 
believe any Arab League summit should be well 
prepared to ensure its success, a senior Omani off- 
icial said in an interview published Monday. 


Sayyed Fahd Ibn Mahmood. 
deputy prime minister for legal 
affairs, also told the government 
newspaper Oman that the Sul- 
tanate favoured holding the sum- 
mit when a majority of Arab states 
had accepted invitations. 

Tlie Arab League had planned a 
summit in Riyadh late last year but 
it was postponed because of dif- 
ferences over the return of Egypt 
to full membership of the League 
and other issues. 

“The Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries share a full con- 
viction of the need to prepare the 
summit well. They are doing all 
they can... not only to convene the 
summit bur also to get positive 


results from it when it meets," Mr. 
Sayyed Fahd said. 

TTie deputy prime minister, sec- 
ond only to Sultan Qaboos Ibn 
Said in the Omaui heirarchy. told 
the newspaper it could take some 
time for Oman and neighbouring 
South Yemen to establish rel- 
ations on foundations acceptable 
to both parties. 

He said both countries thought 
the results of last mouth's talks on 
their disputed border were a step 
in the right direction but did not 
elaborate. Diplomats in Muscat 
have described progress in the 
talks as modest. 

Mr. Sayyed Fahd said that 
under an agreement reached at 


the GCC summit in Kuwait last 
November. GCC nationals would 
be allowed to buy a single res- 
idential property in other council 
states provided the land area was 
no more than 3,000 square met- 
res. 

These properties would be for 
private residential use only unless 
individual states decided oth- 
erwise. he added. 

He said none of the six GCC 
states — Oman. Qatar. Kuwait. 
Bahrain. Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates — had obt- 
ained special exemptions from the 
agreement, which was “on the way 
to implementation." 

Some GCC countries originally 
had reservations about the agr- 
eement, fearing citizens of richer 
member states would move in and 
drive up property prices. 



Iraq, Iran ready to exchange PoWs 


Bavarian leader’s proposal for Middle 
East arms sales comes under fire 


BONN (R) — Right-wing Bav- 
arian leader Franz Josef Strauss 
came under fire Monday for pro- 
posing that West Germany should 
sell arms to the Middle East. 

The opposition Social Dem- 
ocrats (SPD) and the official 
German-tsraeli Friendship Soc- 
iety condemned Mr. Strauss' rem- 
arks, which he made in an int- 
erview in BQd newspaper Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Strauss, leader of the Chr- 
istian Social Union in Chancellor 
Helmut KohTs coalition, told BOd 
he wanted Bonn to relax its ban on 
West German arms exports to 
areas of tension. 

■ “Tanks, aircraft, warships, guns 
— if we don’t supply them others 
wilL" said Mr. Strauss, who leaves 
on an official visit to Israel Tue- 
sday. 

Israeli parliamentarians bom 
left and right have said they will 


boycott the visit because of Mr. 
Strauss’ support for the sale of 
West German Leopard tanks to 
Saudi Arabia. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir is due in Bonn for 
talks with Chancellor Kohl Tue- 
sday and is expected to reaffirm 
Israel 1 s opposition to any arms 
sales to Arab states. 

Erik Blumenfeld. president of 
the German-Israeli Friendship 
Society and a member of the Eur- 
opean Parliament for Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl's Christian Dem- 
ocrats, said Mr. Strauss' proposal 
could only harm relations with 
Israel. 

“Trying to oblige Arab interests 
by doing a disfavour to the Israelis 
does not help to reduce tension in 
the Middle East or serve the cause 
of peace." Mr. Blumenfeld said in 
a statement. 

He said Mr. Strauss was obv- 


iously lobbying for the West Ger- 
man arms industry, much of which 
is based in Bavaria. 

SPD parliamentarian Wolfgang 
Roth told West German Radio 
that Mr. Strauss' remarks were 
“terrible”. 

Mr. Strauss said West Germany 
should stop living in the past 
where Israel is concerned and join 
other Western nations in selling 
arms in the Middle East. 

He said he had paved the way 
years ago for Israel to receive 
West German technological aid 
for its military aim and favoured 
them having more if they wanted 
it. 

Reminded that the Germans 
have a special responsibility for 
Israel because of Hitler's per- 
secution of the Jews. Mr. Strauss 
said: “It is time for our rel- 
ationship with Israel to become 
normal and relaxed.” 


BAHRAIN (R) — Iran and Iraq, 
criticised by a United Nations 
team for their treatment of Gulf 
war prisoners, say they are ready 
to set some of them free. 

In Baghdad, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Sunday Iraq was 
ready to implement an exchange 
of prisoners and other rec- 
ommendations made by the U.N. 
team provided the Security Cou- 
ncil agreed a programme binding 
both parties. 

Iraq wants the Security Council 
to meet early next month. 

The three-man U.N. team, 
which toured PoW camps in Iran 
and Iraq last month, said in a rep- 
ort published last Friday that both 
sides treated prisoners harshly. It 
recommended prisoner exchanges 
and adherence to humane sta- 
ndards. 

The two sides are thought to 
have exchanged only a few hun- 
dred prisoners since the 52- 
month-old war erupted in Sep- 
tember 1980. 

Iranian Prime Minister Mir 
Hossein-Mousavi said Sunday 


that Iran would release all cri- 
ppled and sick Iraqi prisoners uni- 
laterally. He gave no date but 
hoped Iraq would reciprocate. 

Iran holds about 50,000 
prisoners-of-war (PdWs) and Iraq 
some 10,000, according to dip- 
lomats in the region. 

The Iraqi' spokesman res- 
ponded to the “so-called civilian 
PoW" issue by saying some 
75.000 Iranians lived freely in vil- 
lages set up for them in Iraq. 

He said Iraq regarded them as 
refugees, covered by the Geneva 
Convention on protection of civ- 
ilians in wartime and eligible for 
Red Cross visits. Iraq was ready to 
return them to Iran or to send 
them to any country they chose, he 
added. 

The Foreign Ministry has sum- 
moned ambassadors of the states 
currently serving on the Security 
Council to request a meeting on 
the U.N. report, the spokesman 
said. 

“In order to put these rec- 
ommendations into practical act- 
ion, Iraq sees it necessary that the 


Israeli crackdown could strengthen South Lebanese resistance 


By Andrew Taraowski 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — Israel's military cra- 
ckdown on South Lebanese vil- 
lagers is more likely to increse 
commando resistance than crush 
it, foreign diplomats and military 
observers in Lebanon believe. 

it may also provoke Shf ite Mus- 
lim commandos to carry the fight 
from occupied South Lebanon 
into northern Israel, one dip- 
lomat said. 

Suffering mounting losses from 
commando raids. Israel has lau- 
nched a “get tough” policy against 
Shf ite villages in areas it still holds 
after last week’s pullout from 
Sidon. 

It has promised to leave the 
remaining occupied areas later 
this year but Israeli troops have 
sealed off the new frontlines to 
journalists and travellers and rep- 
eatedly raided Shrite villages beh- 
ind them. 


They also raided a village across 
the new lines, ignoring Lebanese 
troops who moved in after their 
withdrawal from Sidon, bringing 
calls for the Lebanese army to 
fight to protect villagers against 
further incursions. 

“I would think the operations 
will engender much greateri hat- 
red by the Shf ites and the big que- 
stion is whether it will encourage 
them to cany the fight beyond the 
Israeli border.” a diplomat said. 

A foreign observer in the South 
said the Israeli raids were ine- 
ffective and called them a “public 
relations exercise” to placate Isr- 
aeli opinion after receat losses 
from commando attacks. 

“They have rounded up vil- 
lagers and filled up the detention 
camps and they are still getting 
attacked, so what is the point of it 
all?" he said. 

Red Cross officials in Beirut say 
Israel held 1 ,490 prisoners in the 
Ansar Detention Camp in the 


South on Feb. 12. but the total 
since the latest raids is not known. 

“The Israelis are damaging 
their relations with people not 
involved in anything, and thejre. 
are more attacks than ever. So the 
operation is not really working, is 
it?” the observer said. 

In the biggest Israeli operation 
so far. hundreds of troops and 
local militia allies in scores of 
armoured vehicles entered six 
Shf ite towns and villages to int- 
errogate inhabitants, make det- 
entions and search homes. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


They killed at least three peo- 
ple, bulldozed at least 13 homes 
after allegedly finding arms and 
deported a number of people from 
Israeli-held areas. 

. Israeli Foreign Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir says the raids are a 
“preventive measure" to show 


Shf ite commandos they cannot 
attack Israeli troops without 
“heavy punishment.” 

“Until these attacks stop, the 
army^il] have to continue in this 
way without hesitation," he said. 

But attacks continued and a' 
Shf ite militia leader in Beirut said 
Israel actions would only str- 
engthen resistance. 

'‘Israel should know that the 
resistance in the South feeds on 
Israel's violence and crimes, str- 
engthening the resistance, not 
weakening it," .said Akef Hay- 
dar, politburo chief of the Shf ite 
Amal (hope) militia. 

Commandos have attacked an 
Israeli position outside a southern 
village that troops had just raided 
and there were three more attacks 
the following day with com- 
mando’s firing on Israeli positions 
and a roadside bomb exploded 
near a patroL 

A Foreign diplomat also que- 
stioned the effectiveness of the 


Israeli raids. “I wouldn’t be sur- 
prised if people in the villages har- 
bour commandos, but whether the 
Israeli raids have any military eff-. 
ect is more problematic," he said. 

“The Israelis always have the 
policy of hitting back when thing 
get too tough.” 

Israel's “get tough” attitude 
probably did not mean it would go 
back on the decision to leave 
South Lebanon, but it could cha- 
nge the nature of the resistance, 
the diplomat added. 

Shf ite resistance had so far 
been concentrated on trying to get 
the Israelis out of the country. 
“But if the Israelis engender a lot 
of hatred now, there may be peo- 
ple who want to carry the fight ‘to 
Jerusalem'.’’ he said. ' 

“The real question is whether 
this means the resistance will stop 
at the border when the Israelis 
leave, or go on. Will it continue to 
be a purely national resistance, or 
will it escalate?" he added 


Security Council meet to take a 
decision binding both parties to 
apply the team's rec- 
ommendations." the spokesman 
said. 

The three members of the U JSf. 
panel were Professor Wolfram 
Karl of Austria, Professor Torkel 
Opsahl of Norway and Maj.-Gen. 
Rafael Vale Huerta of Venezuela. 


Sartawi 

murder 

retrial 

adjourned 

ALBUFEIRA, Portugal (R) — 
The retrial of a Palestinian acc- 
used of murdering a leading Pal- 
estinian moderate in Portugal 
nearly two years ago was opened 
and adjourned until April 9 Mon- 
day in spite of protests from the 
accused. 

“I am going on hunger strike 
from today." Muhammad Hussein 
Rashid, a self-confessed Pal- 
estinian militant, told the court. 
“What does the Portuguese gov- 
ernment want from me?" 

Rashid; 26, said later he Would 
stan the- hunger strike when the 
hearing resumed next month. 

- The adjournment was ann- 
ounced after a lawyer rep- 
resenting the widow of murdered 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
official Issam Sartawi asked that 
the jury be chosen from three 
Algarve towns rather than from 
Albufeira ilselt 

Rashid is accused of killing Mr. 
Sartawi in an Albufeira hotel dur- 
ing a Socialist International con- 
gress in April, 1 983. Tight security 
was imposed as the hearing ope- 
ned Monday. 

Last year, Rashid was cleared of 
killing Mr. Sartawi. He admitted 
he was part of a plot but denied 
firing the fatal shot. 

The Portuguese supreme court 
ruled that his responsibility in the 
shooting had not been sufficiently 
clarified and ordered a retriaL 


Egypt Seeks additional 
$2 billion from U.S. 


LONDON (R) — Egypt’s Prime 
Minister Karnal Hassan Ali was 
reported Monday as saying that 
Egypt was urgently seeking an 
additional sum of nearly S2 biilio i 
in aid from the United States. 

In an interview with the Fin- 
ancial Times he said that $865 mil- 
lion was needed for priority pro- 
jects in construction, power gen- 
eration, steel-making and agr- 
iculture to implement the current 
five-year plan. 

Mr. Ali said an .additional $1 
billion would be needed in the 
1986 financial year to cope with 
“very big problems in foreign cur- 


rency." 

President Husni Mubarak 
would press tor greater 
during his ' ish to Washington jicij 
month. 

“1 hope there . is. full und- 
erstanding sft the administration 
and Congrej-s about the nciVu of 
Egypt, both in the economic and 
in the military field." Mr. Aii w/,s 
quoted as sat ing. 

The U.S. already provides 1 
Egypt with more than $2 b»U«*n a 
year m cn il and military aid but . 
Mr. Ali said this was the time - 

Egy pt had asked for ah immediate 
injection of funds. 


Falangists say Syria has 
important unifying role j 


BEIRUT (R) — The right-wing 
FaJange Party, which marked (he 
end of years of estrangement from 
Syria with top-level talks in Dam- 
ascus last weekend, says Syria can 
play an important role in Lebanon 
by unifying warring factions. 

Faiange Party President Elie 
Karameh was quoted by Mon- 
day’s Beirut newspapers as saying 
after the talks in Damascus: “We 
are convinced that no (Lebanese) 
party is able to impose a military- 
solution at the expense of any 
other." 

It was indispensable that all par- 
ties understood the point he said, 
adding: “Syria can play an imp- 
ortant role in this.” 

Beirut’s pro-Syrian daily As 
Sharq likened the visit of the Fai- 
ange, the dominant foroe among 
Lebanese Christians, to the Bib- 
lical story of the return of the pro- 
digal son. 

“ We shall not invoke memories 
of the painful past to open wou- 
nds... it is sufficient for us that we 
should aD have returned to Syria's 
brotherly and just patronage." it 
said. 


A Faiangitf delegation kit by 
Mr. Karameh held talks w tin -pre- 
sident Hafez AJ Assad. Vice* 
President Abdul Halim Khaddsm 
and other Syrian official*, on *jcc- 
- urity in Lebanon, political rcfqnn 
and Israel**, withdrawal Irrai the 
South. - f. 

Falangist militiamen and Syrian 
troops have fought mufor tatties 
in Lebanon but relations imp- 
roved after Sy rian-hackcd nvltftiit 
forced Lebanese President .Aram 
Gemayel. son of U . inner Fal.ingc 
Party President Pierre Gem aye L 
Co follow pro-Symm. ant* Israeli 
policies Last year. 

Under pressure from Dam- 
ascus. Mr. Gemaj.LT «. government 
last year abrogated l.etauons 
May 1983 agreement with foae! 
that made any Israeli troop -wit- 
hdrawal conditional nn the dep- 
arture from Lebanon nf Syrian 
troops. 

Last weekend's ia:t. to con- 
gratulate Mr. Assad on his feccM 
reelection, wav the firv by a Rii- 
angc Party president suite Pierre 
Gcmaycl's \ isit in May ii'T.x 


Israel defends tough 
policy in South Lebanon 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's For- as a deterrent when they ware pro- 
eign Ministry Monday defended sent. Goksd added, 
its army’s tough policy against Israeli soldiers dc*>trc*yed 13 
Shf ite Muslim villagers in South houses and expelled dozen? ot 
Lebanon, saying it “came after a Lebanese suspected. ot .anii-iMUcl i 

long period of restraint in the face • attacks from the area under ihc;r 
of often extreme provocation.” coritroL 

Military sources said Israeli tro- The policy follows a surge in 
ops continued to close off several commando attacks on Israeli iro- 
villages Monday and were car- after Israel Iasi month artn- 
rying out “ intensive actions (such ounccd its intention to withdraw 
as) patrols and checks" in villages, from Lebanon this year. 

The ministry added in a sta- The ministry statement, telexed 
tement that United Nations pea- to Israeli embassies, xniii it was 
cekeeping troops were present particularly disturbing thui Leh- 
difting receat Israeli raids on anese leaders such as President 
Shf ite villages which left more Amin Gcmaycl praised the com - 
than a dozen villagers dead. mando attacks. 

Timor Goksel. spokesman for h added that since the wit* ^ 
the U.N. Inte rim Force In Leb- hdrawal of Israeli troops already ] 

anon (UN IFTL), told Reuters that started 10 days ago. it was pos- j 

U.N. troopswere present forsome ntless For commandos to persist in 
of the raids because they were sta- anacks “ unless the real object .. . is 
tioned in the attacked villages. the wish to score points in pre- 

But, he added, there were many paration for the expected inf- 
otber Israeli actions during the ighring among the various Lcb- 
past week about which the U.N. anesc communities for control 
knew nothing. U.N. soldiers acted over the area being evacuated." 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 

* An exhibition about the Jordanian 
la ana and animal life at the french Cul- 
tural Centre (FCC) 

* Indian books exhibition at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Central Library. 

* An exhibition of photographs by Ad* 
Atwan at Yannouk University. 

lecture 

’ ? r - Mohammad Shabeen bom the 
***** * itcme 
S?* , of EM. For- 

ster at the British Council, 7:30 pjn. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Qikural Centre TeL 661026/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Cemre library .41320 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre ... 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Hays Arts Centre ... 665195 

Hussein Youth Oiy 667181 

Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 36111 

University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

FoUore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 1 00 yean old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 1 8th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.ra. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Ja nfa a Ardflmlnl Mbkwk Has an 
excellent coBection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal AJ QaTa (Citadel HUD. 
Opening hours: 9.00 ».m - 5.00 pjn. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 ua. 
4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a col- 
lection of p a i n t ing s, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 

collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah, Jabal 
Luwctbdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 ami. 
1-30 p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - 6.00 pjn. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 


Martyrs’ Memorial (MDkaxy Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing - from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
ajn.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Ftpafer Lite of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
ISO year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 aja. - S.OQ pjn. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


Liana Amman dob. Meetings every 
Brat and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 1 JO pjn. 

Lions PfaBadeiphia Cfab. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel 7 JO p.m. 
PlillailiMils Rotary Oub. Meeeetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
I JO p.m. 

Rotary CInto. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel 2.00 pjn. 
Royal AutoaoWe dob. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 815261. 


CHURCHES 

Sc Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, teL 24590. 

CTnnxli of the AnnnndacSoa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Lnweibdeh, 37440. 

Jfc la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661 737. 

Church of the A—umlalitra (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541 . 

Augean Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 25383. 
Afrasian CtiWkg Church Ash- 
raDch. 771331. 

At imiulu Oitlmdui Chnrcto Ashrafieh, 
775261. 

SL Epbrafe Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

■ Ananas international Chnrcto (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmemai. 816534. 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:46 - Fajr 

06:08 (Sunrise.) Did ta 

11:49 Dhuhr 

15HM _ ‘Asr 

17-JO Maghreb 

1SJ2 -‘Ishfl 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormaion department at the Queen AUa 
International Airport teL (08) 53250, 
where h should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

09:30 Aqaba (RJ) 

09t3O Dubai (RJ) 

0*45 Kuwait (RJ) 

09:45 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 Cairo (RJ) 

09J5 Dhahran (RJ) 

09J5 — Dubai, Bahrain (RJ) 

IfcOO Muscat, Doha (RJ) 

l(k20 Beirut (RJ) 

10J0 Cabo (MS) 

18J5 Dhahran. Riyadh (SV) 

10:45 ...... Singapore. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Uk50 Lunaca, Damascus (RJ) 

12:15 Doha (GF) 

1*58 Moscow (SU) 

1*48 Kuwait (KU) 

1*15 Baghdad (IA) 

I7d8 New York, Vienna (RJ) 

IftOO — A m sterdam. Istanbul (KLM) 

Ifc38 Cairo (RJ) 

1*45 Tripoli (RJ) 

2*15 Zurich. Lsrneca (SR) 

2*20 Athens (OA) 

20-48 — Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

2*50 Frankfurt, Damascus (LH) ’ 

01:10 Baghdad (RJ) 


DEPARTURES: 


8W» .... 
87:15 
11:15 _ 
11:28 _ 
11:45 


Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

— Tripoli (RJ) 

Cairo (MS) 

Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

12:00 — Paris. London (RJ) 

12:15 . — Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

12:15 Riyadh, Dhahran (SV) 

22:15 Istanbul. Bucharest (RJ) 

42:28 — Frankfurt, Copenhagen (RJ) 
12d0 Rome (RJ) 


13.-00 _ 


I4t30 

Cairo (RJ) 

15*» 

Moscow (dUf 

17:15 _ . Baghdad VlA\ 

19S30 


2*30. . 


2*45 

— — - Cairo (RJ) 

21:10 
22:00 

Bangkok (RJ) 


maritime traffic 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
pore 

— Golden Amman 

— Bsloees 
— Gandara 

— Podgara 

— B enignity 

— Huai Rolha 

Amis Kawar and Sons Company, Tct 
22324 (sis lines) at your service. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seBBrny rotes in fils 

Belgian franc 60.5/ 61.4 

Dutch guilder 1082/ 109.1 

Egyptian gumea 
French franc _ 

Iraqi dinar 


.301.3/ 305.3 
... 40.1/ 40.4 

361/ 3683 

Italian lire (far 100) 19 h 19.9 

Japanese yen (far 100) 1583/ 159.8 

Kuwaiti dinar 135® 1355 

Lebanese lira 29.6/' 30 5 

Omani riyal .... 11983/ 1206.6 

Qatari riyal 114.1/ 114.8 

Saudi riyal 116.7/ 117.2 

Swetfih mown 43.7/ 44 

Swiss franc 145.6/ 146.8 

Syrian lira 34 1 35 

UA£ dirham 113/ 114 


UJL stesfias pound 
U.S. dollar 


-.447.9 1 451 J 

— 4162k 419 

W. German mark T22£l 123.6 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by die Deportment of 
Meteorology. 

A depression centred in northern Jor- 
dan will continue to nffina tiaoughout 
the coonny. So, h wfll be cold, doudy 
and rafay. HSy areas wifi have snowfelL 
Winds will be northwesterly fresh, fa 
Aqaba, it will be partly doudy and 
rainy, with southerly fresh winds and 
cafaaseas. 

Lmc/high lemperapzrt in deg.C. 

Amman 0/ 5 

Aqaba 9/14 

Deserts q/ 7 

Jordan Valley 4/12 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 6, Aqaba 16. Humidity rea- 
<hngK Amman 98 per rent, Aqaba 60* 
per ceaL 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193, 775111 


Firstaid, fire, police 
Blood bank 


199 


— 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192,21111,37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic pofiee 56390-1 

Electric Powe r Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service 771 125-8 

Queen Alia fat: Airport .. (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Anra - 44281-4 
Alrileh Maternity. J. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhaa, J. Amman • 36140 

Palestine. Shmeiseni 664171-4 

Shmenani Hospital 669131 

University Hos p ital ; 845845 

D*r AJ-Shifa, J. Hussein 667138 

Al-Moasfaer Hospital 667227-9 

The klamk, Abdali 665292 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrccn 777101-3 

Al-B&shir, j. Ashrafieh 775} 1 ] 

Army, Marka 9161 1 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Asam 818911 

Dr. Abdol Rahman AJ Najjar . 77050 


Mreish pharmacy 

A! Salam pharmacy 

Fires pharmacy 

Abu Ghazalch pharmacy 

A1 Sayyed pharmacy 

Jabal AJ Taj pharmacy 
A1 Jehad pharmacy ..... . 

TAXIS: 

Neil taxi 

Grand Palace taxi . - 

Medical City taxi 

Faisal taxi 

Roshied taxi .... 

Talal taxi . 


7-09*0 
.. 36730 
. 66A912 
. W66*j! 

*•1050 

77154? 


... 

6h?079 
813X1 3 
22051 
-. 22023 
... 25021 


IRBID 

Dr. Ibrahim A1 Rabodi 

A1 S hain al ph a r m a c y - 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mahmoud Abu Mahfa:u 
AJ Sa l e h pharmacy ..... . 

A1 Adhara phar mac y 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television ... 

R*fio Jordan "" 

Minisury of Touznm 

Hotel complaints 

Price comptanus 

Telephone; 

Information __ 

Jordan and Middle E» calito" 

Overseas caBs 

Cable or telegram 
Repair service . 


24721*. 

242&v* 


i — r 

--C-7 


— a 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperfiower price 

' Apple (double red) 

Appk (golden) 

in fils per kg. 
— 250/250 
..-.250/250 

Lemon , 

JfWfce (per one).. _ 

Mallow .. 

Apple (starin' n) 

Banana 

Banana (Mnk&mmar) ... 
Beam 

— 250/250 

— 280/240 

— 240 / 210 
— 230/200 

Mandarin 

Marrow (small} 

Orion (dry) - 

Broad beans 

/Vhhap . 

150/120 

Own (green) 

Qwiges (Abu SumY / 



Carrot (yellow) 

— 130/100 

^ (Anoicanj — Z 
^Pper (sweet) . _ZI 

Cauliflower „ ..... 

— 70/ SO 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small) 

Eggptea; (large) — — 

Eggplant (small) 

Garik: 

Grapefruit 

— 100/ 8Q 

— 180/150 
— 170/130 
— 170/130 
— — 150/ 120 
190/ 160 

Ite* green) —ZZC 
Potatoes (local) ■ 

. Spinach 

Tomatoes . .... 

. Turnip ■■■■*? 


MB/ 1 id 


■ 2SQ. ; 200 


i70r I3Q 

Ho/ao 


lStHlJS 
20 1 « 



t: 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


' Cabinet okays team for teaching talks 

AMMAN. (Petra) — ; The cabinet bas decided on Jordan's par- 
odpation at tbe fomth international conference of adult teaching 
due to be. held .in Parson March 19. A delegation headed by 
Ministry of Education Secretary General Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
will represent "Jordan at the 10-day conference. 

Ajiouni to attend Arab health conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health Kamel Ajioum will head 
: Jordan's delegation to the tenth Arab health ministers conference 
due to start in Baghdad on Tuesday. 

.-Man axes wife to death 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A man killed his wife Sunday by hitting her 
bead with a gardening axe. The murderer, in a state of nervous 
breakdown, immediately reported himself to Ai Mouhajerine 
PoUce'Department, according to a report in the local press. The 
man, identified as A.K„ 35, told the police that the reasons be hind 
murdering. his wife, N.H., aged 34, were personal and had to do 
with a family problem, the report added. 

Kent, Marlboro cigarettes to go on sale 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Marlboro and Kent cigarettes will be sold in 
. local distribution centres as of March, according to a report in the 
■: local press. The article reported that the Ministry of Supply has 
reached an agreement with local importers of foreign cigarettes to 
Import Kent and Marlboro cigarettes. 


Series of literary lectures 
starts at British Council 



GIFTS FOR CHARITY HOME: British Amb- 
assador to Jordan Arthur John Coles (right) Mon- 
day presents the Home of Peace with wbeekhairs 
and other equipment for the handicapped. The 


ambassador toured the charity home which cares I 
for 90 homeless and handicapped people (Petraf 
photo) 


Jordan University holds scientific day 


AMMAN (Petra) — A scientific 
day was held Monday at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Faculty of Med- 
icine with the participation of 35 
of the faculty’s members of staff 
who presented 14 research papers 
on various medical subjects. The 
university's vice-president. Dr. 
Abdul Wahaf Ai Borollossy, del- 
ivered a speech at the opening of 
the day in which he stressed the 
importance of such a scientific 


rally and its role in displaying med- 
ical research which serves medical 
education and improves the sta- 
’ ndard of medical services at the 
national level. 

Dr. Borollossy suggested that a 
national council for medical res- 
earch be set up in which all the 
medical sectors take pan to raise 
the standard of medical research 
as well as the standard of medical 
services. He announced world 


recognition of the Jordanian med- 
ical magazine pointing out that the 
university is currently studying 
teaching some subjects in Arabic 
at the Faculty of Medicine. 

Attending the scientific day 
were Minister of Health Kamel AI 
Ajlouni. a number of the uni- 
versity's deans, several public and 
private sector doctors and faculty 
students. 


Musical treats continue at the RCC 
with superior concert by Ensemble 13 


By Raghda Azizlefa 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The British Council 
wiD be bolding a series of three 
lectures by staff of the English 
Department at the University of 
Jordan. The first lecture will be 
presented Tuesday Feb. 26th by 
Dr. Mohammad Shaheen entitled 
“The Orientalism of E.M. For- 
stef\ the second will be on Tue- 
sday March 19th by Dr. M. Asfour 
entitled “Acting in Hamlet 1 ' and 
the third will be on Tuesday 16 
.April by. Dr. I. Safady entitled 
“ Doughty in Arabia: Defeat or 
Defeat”. 

.Dr. Shaheen is an associate pro- 
fessor of English literature at the 
University of Jordan. He received 
his Ph.D from Cambridge Uni-, 
verrity la England and specialises 
in twentieth century English lit- 
erature, literary criticism and the 
modern novel. He is widely rec- 
ognised as ah authority on E.M. 
Forster, George Meredith and 
Ezra -Pound, and has published 
many articles on leading journals. 
He is publishing a book on “The 
Orientalism of E.M. Forster”, the 
subject of Tuesday evening's lec- 
ture. 

March I9th will be Dr. M. Asf- 
ouPs lecture “Acting in Hamlet”. 
Dr. Asfour received his Ph.D from 
the University of Indiana in 1973 
and has been with the University 


of Jordan from that date. He is a 
practising poet and a volume of his 
works was published in Amman in 
19R0 by the Ministry of Culture. 
Dr. Asfour is an accomplished 
English/ Arabic translator and his 
translation of Ashley Montague's 
“The Concept of the Primitive”, 
published in 1982 in Kuwait, rec- 
eived the prize for the best tra- 
nslation the following year. He 
has, however, published essays on 
Shakespeare's “The Merchant of 
Venice”, and is currently working 
on “Hamlet.” 

Dr. I. Safady will be lecturingon 
April 16th on “Doughty in Ara- 
bia: Defeat or Defeat?" He has 
graduated from the University of 
Kentucky in 1970 with a Ph.D in 
English and has worked at the 
University of Jordan since 1973. 
He specialises in late nineteenth 
century English and American lit- 
erature. He was awarded a Ful- 
.lbright senior fellowship in 1983/ 
84, and has lectured forthe British 
Council in Amman and Beirut; the ; 
University of Washington and els- .' 
•ewhere. . -• 

Dr. Safady is also interested in 
Anglo-American travellers to the 
Middle East, and the poetry of 
American folk and rock songs of 
the 1960’s and 1970s. In 1975 he 
published “Towards a Naked Vis- 
ion” which explores concepts in 
English poetry. 

Today's lecture will commence at 
7.30 p.m. 


By Jean Claude Elias 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Goethe Institute 
presented the “Ensemble 1 3 Kar- 
lsruhe”, in a chamber music con- 
cert at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC) on Sunday, Feb. 24. This 
year has so far been quite gen- 
erous with presentations by many 
outstanding performers at the 
RCC. However, one wonders 
whether it could be possible to 
have a concert superior in quality 
to this last one. 

Johann Sebastian Bach was 
bora in 1685. 300 years ago. exa- 
ctly. On this special occasion, the 
entire programme was dedicated 
to this exceptional musician. No 
one can deny the importance of 
! Bach’s music and its influence on 
the following generations of mus- 
icians. Even though his com- 
i positions are sometimes found too 
technical, almost mathematical, in 
structure, by comparison to the 
music of the ‘romantic' period. 

. Bach, remains a model, a reference 
by himself. ’ 

The “Ensemble 13 Karlsruhe” 
members, Dietmar Wiesner 
(flute), Alexander Ott (oboe), 
Michael Sieg (Cor Anglais), Tho- 
mas Held (bassoon), Antonio Pel- 
legrini (violin), Martin Ruppert 
(violin, Cornelia Anuschek- 
Pellegrini (viola), Olaf Reimers 
(violoncello). Sig is round Sch- ' 
wieger (double-bass) and And- 


reas Rothkopf (harpsichord) are 
presently on a tour which took 
them to Egypt before Jordan and 
Syria. 


MUSIC REVIEW 

When entering the theatre, one 
is immediately attracted by the 
sight of the red harpsichord on the 
stage, especially bought for Lhe 
occasion. The nine-piece chamber 
music orchestra is also an unc- 
ommon treat compared to the 
number of musicians (1 to 5) gen- 
erally appearing at the RCC con- 
cert hail. One might dream about 
a complete symphonic orchestra, 
sometime soon in Amman.... 

Perfect integration of style 

The ‘Suite’ No. 2 in B minor 
constituted the first pan of the 
performance. This composition, 
one of the most famous works of 
Bach, includes very popular dan- 
ces of the times, much appreciated 
fry the royal courts, where the 
composer was often invited. The 
“Ensemble 13“ interpretation 
clearly showed a perfect int- 
egration of this style and a well 
balanced sound. The Bounce” 
and the “Badinerie” from the 
“Suite”, deserve a special men- 
tion. The flute in panicular did a 
remarkable job though it would 
have sounded even better in a less 


dry acoustic environment. 

The second pan introduced the 
“Musical Offering". More dif- 
ficult to follow forthe layman than 
the first part this series of com- 
positions reaffirms Bach as the 
master of the fugue and the canon. 
Very rich in themes variation and 
instruments arrangement, it req- 
uires. nevenheless, a certain deg- 
ree of concentration from the lis- 
tener. The “Ensemble 13” proved 
their talent and artistic sensitivity 
Lhrough Bach “ Musical Offering", 
where some passages with a really 
slow tempo, required extremely 
delicate treatment. The violin of 
Antonio Pellegrini, almost rom- 
antic by moments, and the har- 
psichord of. Andreas Rothkopf 
were remarkable in the ‘Trio*. 

The “Ensemble 13" was fou- 
nded when a few members of the 
Southwest German Radio Sym- 
phony Orchestra, decided in 
1973, with the help of Manfred 
Reichert to establish a new cha- 
mber ensemble. Their main con-? 
cem was to bring back to life for-' 1 ' 
gotten but valuable writfks. unw-- 1 
anted by the “big” orchestras, 
record companies and radios. 
They opted for new ways to app- 
roach the audience and to work 
together as equal members of a 
team. They have been rewarded in 
many ways and are producing rec- 
ords under their own label (EMP) 
and organising the “Winter 
Music" festival in Germany. 


Theatre club sets the stage for their second musical 


. By Meg Abu H am da n 
.Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — : After Iasi year’s suc- 
cess of the very professionally 
produced, musical “You’ re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown”, the Royal 
Theatre Club, in cooperation with 
• the Royal Cultural Centre, is sta- 
i ging another musical — this time 
V. Lionel Ban’s hugely popular 
“QfiverTV Based on Charles Dic- 
kens famous /novel, the original 
show with itelarge cast of children 
and spectacular scenery ran and 
ran in London's West End, the 
audience profoundly enjoying the 
rags to riches story, the clear-cut 
characiCTS.who are either ail good 
or aU bad and the eminently 
hummable songs. 

It was because of these qualities 
and principally because a lot of 
children were involved that the 
Royal Theatre Club, one of whose 


main aims is to introduce children 
to the pleasures of the theatre 
from an early age, cho^e this par- 
ticular musical. 

“The younger generation here 
come to the theatre. as children 
anywhere else do — completely 
open, a ‘tabula rasa’ with no pre- 
conceptions and we realised that 
through these young people there 
are great possibilities for theatre 
in Jordan in the future,” director 
and producer of the show, Mrs. 
Vanessa Batrouni. told the Jordan 
Times. 

“Oliver!”, however, is not just a 
show for children. With a cast of 
around 16 adults and 40 children 
between the ages of nine to 1 4, it is 
certainly a play for children to per- 
form in but, as Mrs. Batrouni says, 
it is also a play very much for adu- 
lts. It is also a very ambitious play 
and because of limitations both in 
finances and facilities. Mrs. Bat- 



fllustratwu iakenWn George Cmflcshank’s “Oliver Twist” win be 
Wd as a means of ftangtng tbe scenes hi tire Royal Theatre Club's 
Ptodnettoa of ‘'OKverP-* • 


rouni has had to make certain 
adaptations to the original play. 

Screening illustrations 

i 

“In the original musical there 
axe a lot of spectacular sets, and- 
many big scene changes. These 
take time to manoeuvre and I feel 
there is sometimes a loss in con- 
tinuity. In our production, there is 
just one set and we change the 
scenes by special lighting effects 
and by screening illustrations 
taken from George Cruikshank's 
“Oliver Twist” which cany the 
audience from one scene to ano- 
ther,” said Mrs. Batrouni. 

“ It was also difficult to get a full 
orchestra, so we have instead a 
small group consisting of a piano, 
a flute, a trombone, an accordion, 
a double bass, a xylophone and 
percussion. The musicians are 
actually on stage ail the time — 
part of the set — and they rep- 
resent the very commonly seen 
street musicians of Dickensian 
times.” 

“The stage has been divided 
into two levels — the lower level 
represents the street, while the 
upper the interior of houses. It is a 
very free conception,” Mrs. Bat- 
rouni continued, “as we use a lot 
of the area of the theatre — not 
only the stage but the auditorium 
as well. In this way we are trying to 
break the distance between the. 
audience and the cast." 

Mis. Batrouni has also tried to 
incorporate some literary devices 
into the show. “Dickens cha- 
racters are always larger than life, 
his style is rather like that of a 
caricaturist, but in writing, so Tve’ 
tried to direct the actors like that,, 
making the play slightly unreal. 
I've also tried to use colour as a 
way of conveying atmosphere. In 
tire early part of the play, when 
everything is miserable, the cos- 
tumes are all autumnal in tone, 
while for the happy ending the 
actors wear bright spring shades.” 

The best thing about directing 
the play for Mrs. Batrouni has 
been the chance of working with 
the children. “They are quite rem- 
arkable,” she enthuses, “for alt- 
hough it is a very English play in 
English, and the majority of the 



Some of the children in the 40 strong cast of children taking part in 
“Oliver!'* 


children are Jordanian, they und- 
erstood quickly what it was all 
about, in fact they are almost bi- 
cultural.” 

Enthusiastic cast 

The children, who have been 
drawn from many of the local sch- 
ools principally the Orthodox 
School, the International Bac- 
calaureate School, the American 
Community School and the Sch- 
neller School, are alj totally inv- 
olved with the show. For the last 
two weeks the children have been 
rehearsing daily and there has 
been no rebellion against the hard 
work, all without exception rem- 
aining enthusiastic and res- 
ponsive. 

THEATRE PREVIEW 

“There has never been any sug- 
gestion " said one parent, “of not 
wanting to do practice. In fact, 
they would rather forego a fav- 
ourite treat, like a picnic, than 
miss rehearsal." 

The main role, that of Oliver 
Twist himself has gone, unusually, 
to a girl — Rania Kurdi, 1 1, whose 
short cropped hair, cheeky grin 
and abundant talent made her an 
obvious choice. Rania, who stu- 
dies at tbe Christian Missionary 
School (CMS), has sung in public 
before in tire small shows put on 


by the Giroma. at the Int- 
ercontinental and Marriott Hot- 
els. The other major role, that of 
the artful dodger has gone to 
14-year old Laith Sukkar. Latch 
has also had some previous acting 
experience in a play put on by his 
school, the Orthodox School. 

“I’ve always wanted to act." he 
told the Jordan Times, “so Kay 
Mukhar, who plays Nancy, adv- 
ised me to try for a part in “Oli- 
ver. 1 ". I'm doing it for fun. but 
when I get older 1 want to do som- 
ething harder and more int- 
eresting.” 

Food for thought. 

The cost of putting on “Oliver!” 
is estimated to have been around 
JD 4,000 and it has been financed 
by the relatively recently formed 
Royal Theatre Club, the main aim 
of which, under the presidency of 
Mis. Ginny Toukan, is to promote 

theatre in Jordan. 

* * 

The gala opening of “Oliver!" 
which will be held under the pat- 
ronage of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Her Majesty Queen Noor 
will be on Saturday March 2. 
There are still some tickets ava- 
ilable for this event, price JD 6. 
The play will run until March 14. 
performances daily, except Fri- 
days, starting at 7.30 p.m. Tickets 
cost JD 3 for aduhs and JD 2 for 
children and Royal Theatre Club 
members. 
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Snow, fog cause hazards, 
accidents on roads 


By Sa’ad G- Hattar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Snow and heavy rain swept most of 
Jordan Monday causing poor visibility and haz- 
ardous conditions on the Kingdom’s roads. Public 
Relations Director at the Public Security Dep- 
artment Captain Munther Sharairi told the Jordan 
Times that the Kingdom’s roads are passable except 
tbe Irbid-Ajloun main road and the Eshtafena-Al 
Koura road which are covered with snow. He also 
said that the Jerash-lrbid road is covered with thick 
fog and the Wadi AI Haddadeh road in Amman is 
flooded. Captain Sharairi called on the public to 
avoid these roads and to drive cautiously to avoid 
road accidents. 

Several road accidents took • Another accident took place 
place in Amman and the outskirts only 100 metres away from the 
due to the weather conditions and first when a lorry loaded with sand 
speeding on wet roads. The AI skidded and turned over on top of 
Dustour Arabic daily Monday a small car resulting in injury to 
reported the death of a person and the lorry driver and wrecking the 
three casualties due to two car col- small car. 

lisions in Jabal Nazzal. The first The road to the Oucen Alia Ini- 
accident occurred when a taxi, emational Airport was reported 
heading in the wrong direction, to have poor visibility due to pat- 
had a head-on collision with ano- chy fog and several minor acc- 
ther taxi resulting in the death of idents took place along the hig- 
the driver of the second car. Salem hway because of skidding and spe- 
Mustafa and Ibrahim Muslehi eding in the wet conditions, 
were reported injured and the two The university road to Sweileh 
cars were severely damaged. was reported as “ passable" Mon- 


day night but extreme caution and 
careful, slow dri'ing wax rec- 
ommended. 

The bad weather has been cau- 
sed by an unprecedented deep and 
active depression, the most severe 
for five years, which, associated 
with a cold from, crossed Jordan 
causing snow (all over hilly areas 
and heavy rain in all pans of the 
Kingdom. Meteorology Dep- 
artment Director General Alt 
Abanda said Monday. 

Dr. Abanda said that the dep- 
ression moved towards the East 
Mediterranean from north Tun- 
isia. Tile depression is centred 
over north Jordan moving slow K 
eastward, therefore rain and snow 
arc expected to continue during 
the day with a fun her drop in tem- 
perature. The wind will be strong 
westerly reaching up to 70 kil- 
ometres per hour at times. 

The quantity ol rainfall during 
Sunday night and Monday mor- 
ning are as follows in millimetres: 
Amman Civil Airport u.t». 
Amman Municipality I N.H. Jab.il 
AI Hussein 9.9. Wadi A I Seer 9.0. 
University of Jordan I 7 .ii. Naottr 
26.U. Sahab 5.0. Muaqar 4.U. AI 
Jeeze 3.0. Ruseileh 4.5. Zarqa 
3.2. Zarqa Refinery 4.5. Pcren 
15.4. Sukhnch 4.l" Azraq LI. 
Oucen Alia international Airport 
S.|. Wadi Duhicil 4.4. 


Committee prepares for exhibition of 
local industrial, agricultural products 


By Rama Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Preliminary pre- 
parations for establishing a “Jor- 
danian Industries and Agriculture 
Exhibition” on June 10 were dis- 
cussed Monday at the Ministry of 
Trade and Indust ly. The festival is 
to be located at Marj AI Hammam 
international exhibition site and 
will display Jordan's industries 
and agricultural products as well 
as the cultural aspects of the cou- 
ntry. 

The festival aims to promote 
Jordanian products and industries 
in an attempt to acquaint Jor- 
danian citizens, expatriates, inv- 
estors and importers with the pro- 
gress and quality of Jordanian 
industrial and agricultural pro- 
ducts. 

During Monday's meeting, cha- 
ired by Ministry of Trade and Ind- 


ustry Under Secretary Ibrahim 
Bad ran. the participants decided 
to establish different specialised 
committees to follow up on mat- 
ters related to the exhibition. A 
higher committee for the festival, 
presided over by Dr. Badran, inc- 
luded reprcsenta lives from the 
sectors of industry and agriculture 
and will also be responsible for 
controlling and directing the other 
specialised technical committees. 

Transport facilities 

The exhibition will be open for 
three months and therefore the 
public transport corporation and 
the Public Security Department 
have agreed to organise regular 
bus and taxi routes to and from the 
exhibition site to enable a large 
number of visitors to reach the 
exhibition site easily. 

The exhibition will be organised 


by the Ministry of Trade <ind Ind- 
ustry in cooperation with Amman 
Chamber ol Industry (ACIl. the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce 
(ACC) and the Jordanian Com- 
mercial Centres Corporation 
(JCCC). 

JCCC Director Mohammad 
Bani Hani told the Jordan Times 
that the meeting was a pre- 
paratory meeting in which items 
related to the exhibition were dis- 
cussed. He added that all the Jor- 
danian industries and agricultural 
sectors will be inv tied to exhibit 
their products during the exh- 
ibition. 

The meeting was attended bj 
Dr. Badran. Mr. Issam Bdcit. the 
director of the ACI. Mr. Moh- 
ammad Saleh Jaber. director of 
the ACC. Dr. Bani Hani and rep- 
resentatives from the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry's dep- 
artments. 


Phosphate dust pollution in Aqaba 
causes environmental concern 


By Monika Warich 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AOABA — Many visitors to 
Aqaba in the past few years could 
not help to notice the increasing 
pollution of the sea when swi- 
mming. diving or taking trips on a- 
glass-boat. On the one hand, there 
is a lot of garbage in the water such 
as empty cans, tyres and the like 
and on the other, visitors might 
wonder whether the white pho- 
sphate layer that covers the sea-' 
bed in some areas along the coast 
could not cause harm to marine 
life. 

This may well be true, says Dr. 
Fuad Hashwa. professor and mic- 
robiologist at Jordan University, 
who completed a study on the pol- 
lution of the coastal region of 
Aqaba three years ago. financed 
through the Ford Foundation and 
the then National Planning Cou- 
ncil (NPC) and by the Jordan Pho- 
sphate Mines Company. At that 
time only one million tons of pho- 
sphate were exported yearly while 
this amount has increased to 6-7 
million ions today and the spillage 
of phosphate during the loading 
process went up accordingly. The 
loading facilities which are used in 
Aqaba harbour consist of unc- 
overed conveyor belts from which 
some phosphate regularly drops 
on the ground and into the sea. 

Effects of phosphates 

Various effects are caused by 
the phosphate dust. Dr. Hashwa 
explains. Apart from permanent 
clouds of dust in the ait. it forms a 
white thick layer on the ground in 
lhe 1.000 square metre loading 
area which is hostile to any veg- 
etation, while in lhe water it cau- 
ses turbidity and poor visibility 
before settling down to cover the 
ground up to a depth of 1 5 metres 
below sea level. Underneath this 
layer of white dust, a black sed- 
iment has developed which does 
not support life for aquatic ani- 
mals or plants, he said. 

These conditions have been 
prevailing for many years and alt- 
hough the amount of phosphate 
exported has increased by more 
than 600 per cent, no imp-, 
rovemenl of the loading facilities 
has taken place to date, he added. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Dr. Hashwa pointed out 
that the phosphate deposited in 
the Gulf of Aqaba is thought to be 


relatively harmless to the existing 
marine life as it is not easily sol- 
uble in the sea water. Bui follow- 
up research has shown that in lon- 
ger periods of time, some dis- 
solving is taking place and that the 
water is slowly gening enriched 
with phosphates, which constitute 
a major nutrient for marine plants, 
particularly algae. 

Today, three years after the 
completion of the study, increased ■ 
and abundant growth of algae in 
the coastal region near the pho- 
sphate loading berths can be not- 
iced. Algae consume a great amo- 
unt of oxygen when decomposing 
and diminish the amount of sun- 
light that can penetrate through 
the water. This may lead to dam- 
age or even the disappearance of 
corals and the marine plant and 
animal colonies associated with 
them as they both need a lot of 
oxygen and light. 

The CTystal-eiear waters of the 
Gulf of Aqaba offer perfect con- 
ditions for rich coral reefs and they 
are believed to be unique in the 
northern hemisphere. But. as is 
well known, coral reefs are very 
sensitive to pollution and det- 
erioration of the water quality of 
any kind. 

Sewerage discharge 

Dr. Hashwa and his colleague 
Dr. Adel Mahasneh also studied 
the effects of the discharge of sew- 
erage into the sea and their fin- 
dings were published in the Jordan 
Medical Journal of Nov. 19X3. 
The rapid growth of the pop- 
ulation of Aqaba (now about 


25.000) and the increasing num- 
ber of tourists has led to a sig- 
nificant rise in the discharge of 
untreated raw sewerage into the 
sea. The report says: "The main 
source of faecal matter is the par- 
tially functional treatment plant 
located at the seaside.... from 
which the sewerage is discharged 
regularly after primary treatment 
only." 

Some hotels and residential 
areas also discharge smaller amo- 
unts of untreated sewerage at irr- 
egular intervals. Howe'er, the 
sewerage plant is located fur away 
from the tourist hotels and their 
beaches are not affected. Only in 
the very rare cases ol a south wind, 
a higher concentration of bacteria, 
which are indicators of pal- 
hogeniuty. could be measured in 
these areas." the study says. The 
cleanest water, free from pollution 
of any kind was found south ol the 
Marine Research Station, where 
the most beautiful and rich cora 1 
reefs can also be observed. 

Considering the importance of 
•Jordan's coastal region for both 
the tourist trade and as a unique 
natural environment. Dr. Hashwa 
calls for impro'cd techniques at 
the phosphate loading berths and 
to check possible pollution by 
other industrial waste. He also 
suggests monitoring the bathing 
areas for contamination and to 
lake immediate action to prevent 
the disposal of untreated domestic 
wastewater into the sea. 

At the moment, construction 
work is being carried out to extend 
and improve the sewerage tre- 
atment facilities, and they should 
be functional in the near future. 



A ship being bulk-loaded with phosphates at Aqaba port. The clouds 
of phosphate dud. which obscure the background, Jiave been causing 
concern to environmentalists who fear they may harm marine life in 
the Gulf (J.T. file photo) 
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Undapper signals 

ONE OF the more intriguing members of the Israeli par* 
, Uament is Mr. Abba Eban, long known outside Israel as an 
erudite spokesman for those in Israel who claim to represent a 
more humane brand of Zionism than the Begin-Sharon var- 
iety. One suspects, however, that Mr. Eban makes up for in 
stick rhetoric what he lacks in political and historical balance. 
He said the other day that the Jordan-PLO accord on a joint 
diplomatic strategy was an opening so narrow that it is hardly 
visible, and that after 37 years of its existence Israel does not 
need the Arabs’ implicit recognition of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 242, it needs explicit recognition by the Arab states. 
One feels that Mr. E ban's suits are rather more neat and 
dapper than his thoughts. 

What we need alter 37 years of Israel's existence is the 
recognition by reasonable Israelis that these same 37 years 
have been ones of homelessness and political dis- 
enfranchisement for the Palestinians. The Arabs offer Israel 
only implict recognition of 242 because the Israelis have not 
even offered the equivalent of this to the Palestinian people. We 
are probing the opportunities and atmospherics of peace with 
Israel, not offering an unconditional surrender fo a people who 
insist on seeing the world only in terms of their security and 
their place among the community of nations. 

The principle of reciprocity, as Mr. Eban knows after wri- 
ting his latest book on diplomacy, is not only a sacred principle 
in international law, but is also an essential prerequisite for any 
possible Palestinian- Israeli reconciliation and peace. Mr. Eban 
- would have had a much more compelling case had he reacted to 
the PLO-Jordan agreement by asking for an Israeli response of 
equal political magnitude, and with parallel linkages between 
those U.N. resolutions one accepts and does not fully accept, as 
a sign of the Israelis' willingness to explore new mechanisms for 
peace. 

In the present stage of sending signals about one's intentions, 
the signals coming out of Israel suggest that moderation and 
Zionism mix rarely, and then only with great and awkward 
reluctance. 




ARABIC PRESS EDITORIAL 


Al Ra’i: Israeli terror escalates 

THE ISRAELIS, in an attempt (o regain for their army some new 
morale, have granted their troops in South Lebanon wide powers to 
kill and plunder before withdrawing from that region. The Israeli 
cabinet has endorsed measures that would be taken by the Israeli 
forces to stem the power of resistance which had caused so many 
losses in the ranks of the Israeli occupation forces. 

Observers of events in Lebanon have drawn the world’s attention 
to the fact that the Israeli invasion of that country was marked by acts 
of genocide and massacres, and the withdrawal of the fsraeli troops 
now is characterised with the same degree of bloodshed. The Israeli 
invaders had carried out destruction and criminal actions when (hey 
first crossed into Lebanon, but they are paying the price now as they 
are withdrawing from that region. 

The resistance iq the South have proved to the world that the myth 
of the so called invincible Israeli army has been shattered. The 
resistance did not rest after the withdrawal of the Israeli invaders 
from Sidon but pursued their attacks on them to drive them out 
completely from Lebanese territory. But it seems that the Israelis, 
reeling under the heavy blows of the attacks, turned hysterical and 
took vengeance on innocent civilians in Lebanon's southern (owns 
and villages. 

The Israeli cabinet's decision to grant the armed forces powers to 
carry out repressive acts in South Lebanon presents a golden opp- 
ortunity for the resistance to make more determined efforts to evict 
the Israelis from Lebanon for ever. 

Al pustour: No use boosting occupant 
forces’ morale 

APPALLED BY the great number of casualties among its troops in 
southern Lebanon, the Israeli government has authorised its army to 
carry out repressive measures against the population in that territory 
before withdrawing from their regions. But the Israelis, with their 
atrocious actions and criminal attacks on the civilians, have exposed 
themselves to the .world as aggressors beyond any doubt. 

The Israeli cabinet, with its decision instructing its troops to take 
revenge on the Lebanese population for the resistance attacks, has 
meant to raise the morale of the army following its ignominous defeat 
at the hands of the resistance. Perhaps the Israeli cabinet by so doing 
wants to prove to all that it can still play a role in the South and can 
cany out its actions at will and without any fear of any one. It wants to 
achieve some gains and reap fruits of its withdrawal which was in fact 
imposed on Israel by the heroic actions of the resistance. 

The brutal attacks on the Lebanese civilians could also mean that 
Israel was not happy at the Lebanese government’s refusal to coo- 
perate with it and to coordinate the withdrawal of the Israeli army 
with the re-deployment of Lebanon's armed forces in the South. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Superpowers should lead 
peace process 

THE JORDANIAN- Palestinian accord contained basic principles 
including the participation of the Palestinian people in efforts to 
determine their destiny and underlined the important role of the 
Soviet Union, which has always supported the rights of the Pal- 
estinians in international forums. Therefore we cannot find an exp- 
lanation for the official Soviet reservations about the accord as 
published by the Soviet Pravda newspaper. Perhaps these res- 
ervations about the agreement stem from Soviet reluctance to give 
any importance to the U.S. role and Washington’s policies in the 
Middle East. 

No one can deny the importance of the American role and Was- 
hington's influence on Israel, but the Jordanian- Palestinian accord is 
based on principles supported by the Soviet Union, calling for U.N. 
participation in the peace-making process, and giving the Soviet 
Union and the U.S. leading roles in establishing peace in this region. 
The agreement was an attempt aimed at removing American heg- 
emony and ending U.S--Israeli obstacles in the path of peace. 

The accord also stressed the importance of the Soviet role in any 
moves for establishing peace specially in the face of U.S.- Israeli 
rejections of all just solutions. 


Feeding the extremism we fear 


By Rami G. Khouri 


THE PROCESS of political 
change in the Arab/Islamic 
worlds today is fascinating, but 
only sometimes heartening. 
Several events that have taken 
place recently prompt me to 
discuss Lhis subject, notably the 
Pakistani and Kuwaiti ele- 
ctions. political events in 
Sudan, and our own experience 
in Jordan. 

In all countries of the "Third 
World," and particularly in the 
fast -developing Arab cou- 
ntries. there is an across- 
the-board desire for more par- 
ticipation in political 
decision-making by the man 
and woman in the street. 

We are often told that the 
lack of political institutions in 
the Arab World leads those 
who are inclined to political ac- 
tivism towards the conservati- ’ 
ve or “fundamentalist" Islamic 
political movements of the day. 
The argument goes: because 
Islam is the indigenous rel- 
igion. and not an alien, secular 
ideology like Marxism, and 
because the state cannot easily 
ban Islamic activism, a con- 
servative Islamic ideology has 
developed into the leading 


force of political change and 
opposition in the Arab-lslaraic 
World. 

But the facts of recent his- 
tory show some other trends. 
In the Jordanian by-elections 
of last March, a handful of can- 
didates identified as "Islamic 
fundamentalists" were said to 
have won the majority of seats. 
They may have won several 
seats, but they did not win the 
majority of votes. 

The total vote-count for all 
candidates shows thaL about 
one-third of the votes went to 
the rightist Islamic candidates: 
roughly one-third went to can- 
didates who are loosely ide- 
ntified with the left, such as 
Baathists, socialists, Pal- 
estinian or pan-Arab nat- 
ionalists and the like: and rou- 
ghly one-third went to 
middle-of-the-road tribal or 
family candidates, often edu- 
cated technocrats whose mot- 
ivation for seeking office was 
not always ideological. 

In other words, only about 
one-third of the vote went to 
the Islamic right, while about 
two-thirds went to other can- 
didates. We seem to have a 


spectrum of opinion [bat is rat- 
her evenly distributed among 
the right, centre and left — or 
precisely what oae would exp- 
ect when the people of a rat- 
ional country such as Jordan, 
with a high raLe of education 
and personal freedoms, and 
opportunities to talk politics 
rather freely in private are 
given the right to vote for their 
parliamentary representatives. 

I would guess that the opp- 
ortunity for greater political 
involvement through political 
parties, labour unions, a more 
professional and dynamic 
press, special interest groups, 
more free-thinking universities 
and other such outlets, would 
prod a more moderate and 
mature political landscape, and 
strengthen the sorts of durable 
statehood and security that can 
only come from deep political 
interaction between 
decision-makers and decision- 
followers. On to Pakistan and 
Sudan. 

In Pakistan and Sudan, we 
have two political situations 
where the government itself 
has tried to pre-empt the pol- 
itical sentiment of the people 


by imposing so-called “Isl- 
amic” laws from above. 

The troubling element tn 
both Pakistan and Sudan is that 
the political leaderships seem 
to be increasingly intolerant of 
any opposition, going so far as 
to have their political opp- 
onents accused of anti-state 
activities, and sometimes tried 
in court and put to death. The 
jailing of opposition figures in 
Pakistan in the weeks before 
the parliamentary elections 
seemed to me quite an ironic 
measure, at a time when one 
' was trying to open up the pol- 
itical process and restore to the 
people a measure of inv- 
olvement in decision-making. 

Why is it that religious, jud- 
icial and political authorities in 
the Arab/Islamic states have 
remained silent in the face of 
such things? Politics apart, one 
would like to hear the thoughts' 
of respected scholars and rel- 
igious authorities throughout 
the Islamic World on the rights 
or wrongs of leaders suddenly 
imposing on their people pol- 
itical measures that are wra- 
pped in the cloth of Islam. 

I know that genuine Islam 


USSR agrees to nuclear plants inspection 


By Peter Humphrey *’ 

Reuter 

VIENNA — The Soviet Union 
announced last week an agr- 
eement opening some of its civil 
nuclear plants to their first ever 
international inspection. 

But Western diplomats and 
U.N. officials said little impact on 
East-West aims talks was exp- 
ected. even though the move is a 
boost for nuclear non- 
proliferation. 

After signing the “safeguards" 
accord in a ceremony at the Int- 
ernational Atomic Energy Age- 
ncy (IAEA) here, Soviet nuclear 
power chief Andrei Petrosyants 
said it was an historic step to help 
strengthen controls over the spr- 
ead of nuclear weapons. 

“But it doesn’t mean the Soviets 
are willing to open up in other 
areas affecting disarmament, it 
doesn't mean we’ll know much 
more than we already know about 
their nuclear industry." a Western 
official at the U.N. agency said. 

Western officials said while it 
was the first acceptance of int- 
ernational and multilateral con- 
trols by Moscow, h could not be 
seen as suggesting Soviet con- 
cessions on arms verification. 

The verification of dis- 
armament measures on Soviet 
soil, both nuclear and con- 
ventional, has been a major sti- 
cking point in East-West arms 
talks. 


i The ti 2-member IAEA was 
founded in 1957 to promote pea- 
ceful uses for atomic energy. Its 
“safeguards" system underpins 
the 1970 nuclear weapons Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), due 
to be reviewed by its 120 sig- 
natories in Geneva in September. 

Safeguards arc a means of aud- 
iting fuel accounts at civil nuclear 
plants to prevent the undetected 
diversion of nuclear fuel from the 
civil to the military sector. Saf- 
eguards are not applied to military 
plants. 

IAEA members without nuc- 
lear arms who have signed the 
NPT must accept safeguards, but 
not members who acquired nuc- 
lear weapons before joining, such 
as the Soviet Union. 

These states were encouraged 
to accept voluntary inspections to 
counter charges that safeguards 
discriminated against less dev- 
eloped countries. Britaia and the 
United States have opened up 
their civilian nuclear programmes 
to safeguards voluntarily, and 
France has in part. 

While Moscow has now fol- 
lowed, leaving China as the only 
“unsafeguarded" nuclear power. 
Western diplomats say the 
Soviet- IAEA accord is of less sub- 
stance. 

British and U.S. officials wel- 
come the agreement but note it is 
limited to old power plants and 
research reactors. 

Moscow offered “several power 
'plants and research reactors" 


while the United States and Bri- 
tain opened their entire civil pro- 
grammes so that the IAEA could 
choose the most modem plants for 
inspection, including fuel pro- 
cessing and manufacturing plants, 
diplomats said. Moscow's offer, 
which Mr. Petrosyants said could 
later be expanded, included no 
such facilities. 

Moscow said the type offered 
was already exported, meaning 
the outdated light water reactors 
used in Eastern Europe. 

“They aren’t opening modem 
facilities. Their gesture is an easy 
one, with little sacrifices." com- 
mented an IAEA officiaL 

IAEA safeguards experts 
would scan Moscow's proffered 
list and make first inspections bef- 
ore the NPT Review conference. 
“Their findings won’t be earth- 
shattering.” said the official. 

IAEA safeguards are seen as a 
technical model for verifying a 
future nuclear disarmament tre- 
aty. The more modem the plants 
inspected, the greater would be 
IAEA expertise on the nuclear* 
technology of the powers in such 
an eventuality. 

Some cynics baulk at the vol- 
untary accords with nuclear pow- 
ers. saying the gestures have no 
effect on the overall monopoly 
those powers share on nuclear 
weapons. 

“Third World" IAEA members 
often accuse tbe agency of spe- 
nding too much on safeguards and 


New Caledonia differences are irreconciliable 


By Elaine Ganley 

Associated Press 

PARIS — After a period of rel- 
ative calm in far-off New Cal- 
edonia, a recent clash has: und- 
erscored France's quandry over 
seemingly irreconcilable dif- 
ferences among residents of the 
Pacific territory. 

A large outing last Sunday org- 
anised by French settlers in Thio. 
the east coast mining town that has 
become a symbol of the ind- 
ependence movement, led to a 
dash between police and Mel- 
anesian separatist militants. 

Nine people, seven Melanesians 
and two gendarmes, were injured 
in the melee. High Commissioner 
Edgard Pisani had banned the out- 
ing but gendarmes allowed nearly 
half the 170 cars that arrived to 
pass through roadblocks. 

The Melanesians protested and 
the clash ensued. Paris responded 
by ordering a rightist leader and 
four followers to leave the island. 

The episode was symbolic of 
what some view as the birth pangs 
of a new nation leading an' anti- 


colonial struggle and what others 
see as subversion by a rebel min- 
ority intent on ending 1 35 years of 
French rule. 

The Thio inddent was the latest 
in a series of dashes between Mel- 
anesians, known as Kanaks, and 
mainly European settlers since 
territorial elections Nov. 1ft, 

Twenty people have been killed 
and numerous others injured. 
Tourism and nickel mining, the 
island group's main industries, 
have been disrupted, houses and 
small businesses burned, and 
whole towns nearly emptied. 

The French government has 
sent in 6,000 refinforcements for 
the 3.000-strong security force in 
the archipelago of 142.500 inh- 
abitants, under a state of eme- 
rgency since Jan. 12. 

The militant Kanak Socialist 
National Liberation front 
(FLNKS) set up its own illegal 
“Provisional Government of 
Kanaky” in December. Its pre- 
sident, Jean-Marie Tjibaou, is pit- 
ted against territorial President 
Dick Ukeiwe — also Melanesian 


— and his majority party, the con- 
servative pro-French Rally for 
Caledonia in the Republic 
(RPCR) Party. 

Melanesians make up 43 per- 
cent of New Caledonia's pop- 
ulation, but are in a minority aga- 
inst the settlers, 37 per cent Eur- 
opean and 20 per cent Polynesian, 
and Asian. 

Until 1956. Melanesians acc- 
ounted for 50 to 58 per cent of the 
population but the nickel boom 
and a deliberate immigration pol- 
icy brought 15,000 Europeans to 
New Caledonia between 1968 and 
1971 alone. 

Thio. a nickel mining town eco- 
nomically vital in New Caledonia, 
the Western world’s second lar- 
gest nickel producer, was all but 
abandoned by the settlers early in 
tbe conflict. A stronghold of 
FLNKS leader Eloi Machoro, kil- 
led Jan. 12 in a confrontation with 
gendarmes, it has become a sym- 
bol for the Melanesians. 

Relative calm has prevailed 
since Mr. Machoro’ s death, and 
the Melanesians said the picnic 


was a “provocation" by the set- 
tlers. 

The FLNKS, which on Feb. 9 
voted to prepare more economic 
destabilising actions, now vows to 
“mobilise in self-defence.” 

Hie incident has left Mr. Pisanu 
Paris’ representative in New Cal- 
edonia. increasingly isolated. It 
casts doubt on whether Mr. Tji- 
baou will hold to his promise to 
negotiate with Mr. Pisani, whose 
job is to present a viable plan for 
the island's future by March 31. 

He has proposed a referendum 
in' July on independence in ass- 
ociation with France by 1986. 
France would continue to assure 
New Caledonia’ $ internal and ext- 
ernal security with other areas to 
be voted on. while land app- 
ropriated by settlers would be ret- 
urned to Melanesians. 

Mr. Tjibaou had accepted the 
proposal at the beginning but later 
rejected it, offering his own liberal 
autonomy plan. He has refused to 
negotiate with Mr. Pisani unless 
his plan is considered — and talk 
of independence barred. 


offers one of the most humane, 
compassionate and tolerant 
systems of ethics ami public 
order in the world. When Islam 
itself becomes subjected to the 
rough and tumble of tbe pol- 
itical marketplace, it should 
become incumbent on the adh- 
erents to a tree Islamic code of 
ethics to rise to the occasion, 
and reassert the essence, and 
goodness, of Islam. On to 
Kuwait. 

The elections in Kuwait last 
week were instructive for what 
they show about • the wid- 
espread popular Arab quest for 
political expression. O'er half 
the 40 incumbent par- 
liamentarians who ran for re- 
election were defeated. Newly 
elected parliamentarians inc- 
luded those who seem to rep- 
resent both the conservative 
Islamic right, and the leftist. 
pan-Arab nationalist line, 
along with the majority of cen- 
trist candidates who arc pan of 
the centrist establishment. 

The Kuwaiti and Jordanian 
experiences seem to strengthen 
the argument that a widening 
of opportunities for political 


participation in. , Attib- 
World tends to promote 9 
balanced ideological 1 litt-’ 
dscapc. and undercuts -lb* 
strength of conservative 
fundamentalist ideologist 
whose ranks arc swelled bec- 
ause of the lackofothcrouttett 
for political expression. 

It seems to me that tbe 
pie of Kuwait and Jordan have 
responded responsibly ttr the 
political opportunity that w. 
been presented to them — tre 
vote for their representatives in 
parliament, and. eon^cquendy. 
lo have a greater say in hem 
their countries arc managed; 

This remains the single gre- 
atest challenge Facing the Arab 
and Islamic worlds, who can 
only hope to deal with their 
enormous national challenges ■ 
from a strong base of popular 
participation in decision- 
making. The alternatives. 
dear: Either we move towards 
more participatory and res-’ 
ponsive political orders, nr we 
continue as we are and thereby 
fuel the extremism we fear at 
both ends of the political spe- 
ctrum. 



Peres is unhappy 
with Jordan-PLO 
accord, ‘ optimistic ’ 
on peace 


not enough on technical assistance 
to developing nations. The IAEA 
spends $30 million a year, a third 
of its budget, on safeguards. 

The division inspects over 500 
nuclear facilities annually, affixing 
some 6,000 seals to stop unr- 
ecorded access. Reactors, turning 
uranium into plutonium through 
the release of nuclear energy, have 
been the main focus of safeguards 
activities. 

Nuclear experts said the Soviet 
offer excluded the graphite mod- 
erated reactor which, like similar 
ones in Britain. France and the 
United States, could produce 
weapons grade plutonium. 

Observers here agreed Moscow 
would make a great issue of its 
acceptance of safeguards at the 
Geneva NPT review in Sep- 
tember. 

Timing of the agreement was 
linked to the NPT review, not to 
next month' s resumed U.S .-Soviet 
arms talks, announced well after it 
was known the Moscow- IAEA 
accord was in the offing. 

Moscow would not now be 
under the same degree of pressure 
from either its Western nuclear 
rivals or the “Third World" over a 
failure to accept safeguards. 

Moreover, the Soviet agr- 
eement isolated China as the only 
nuclear power not to accept saf- 
eguards at a time when China was 
seeking the benefits of int- 
ernational nuclear cooperation 
from advanced states in the West. 


By Arthur Max 

Associated Press 

TEL AVIV’ — Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, while rejecting 
suggestions that Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation is becoming, 
less militant, has returned from a 
trip to Italy and Romania saying 
that progress towards Middle East 
peace is possible. 

One of Peres' objectives in 
Rome and Bucharest was to dam- 
pen enthusiasm for the Jordan- 
PLO accord reached recently on a 
joint negotiating strategy. 

In an informal talk with rep- 
orters Thursday in Bucharest. 
Peres quoted Romanian. Premier . 
Nocolae Ceausescu as saying' t tor 
agreement was “a turning pohn" 
and that ‘’this time Arafat is ser- 
ious ... he means business." 

“I don’t see the (Jordan-PLO 
accord) as an agreement to enable 
us to open immediately mea- 
ningful peace negotiations," Peres 
said during his visit to the Rom- 
anian capital. 

In an interview with the Ass- 
ociated Press on his plane ret- 
urning to Israel. Peres said Israel 
can have no dealings with the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation as 
long as it engaged in terrorism. 
Asked what Israel - s attitude 
would be if the PLO abandoned 
armed struggle against Israel? “I 
am convinced that it won’t,” Peres 
replied. 

In the interview, Peres also rej- 
ected the suggestion that Israel is 
simply marking time in Middle 
East diplomacy. 

“I don’t agree," Peres said. 
“But first we have to end the war 
in Lebanon. Then we have to work 
on our relations with Egypt." 

Peres continues to reject the 
Soviet-backed proposal for an int- 
ernational conference to negotiate 
a Middle East peace. 

But the 61 -year-old Israeli lea- 
der told reporters Friday that not- 
hing will woTk if Israel is pitted 
against the combined force of its 
enemies, and he appeared at least 
receptive to suggestions. 

Mr. Ceausescu proposed a Uni- 
ted Nations peace initiative, per- 
haps mediated by U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. . 


Peres said that “as the U.N. 
stands today, it is aimusi imp- . 
ossible for Israel to accept.” 

But leaving the door slightly 
ajar, he said Israel might rcc-‘ 
onsidcr the idea of U.N. inv- 
olvement if the Soviet Union and 
China eased their hostility tow.-, 
ards Israel. Neither country has 
diplomatic relations with the Jew- 
ish state. 

Peres, who took office Iasi Sep- 
tember. has helped overturn Isr- 
ael's intransigent image by pre- 
senting Israel's policies in a rea- 
sonable and thoughtful tone. 

“It's a question of style. Peres, 
never says no. He says. yes. but 
....".said Yeshayahu Ben-PoraL 
■ one of Israel's Icadingtacws com- 
mentators. 

The style unquestionably 
works. Italian Defence Minister 
Giovanni Spado! ini. asked in 
Rome whether Israel* s image had. 
improved since Peres took office, 
said “certainly in Italy. 1 think in 
the rest of Europe, too." . 

Israel's phased withdrawal from 
Lebanon, designed to end a 
three-year war that was unpopular 
at home and damaged Israel's 
image abroad, represents the first 
step towards establishing a climate 
favourable for negotiations. 

But Peres is limited on how tar 
he con go on his own in the search 
for peace. He heads a coalition 
government in which an almost 
equal share of power is held by the 
right-wing Likud bloc headed by 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

Their differences are most app- 
arent on the issue of the West 
Bank which Israel occupies since 
the 1967 Middle East war. 

Peres, who advocates returning 
pan of the territory in exchange 
for peace, has vowed to improve 
conditions for the 800,000 Pal- 
estinians to encourage Jordan to 
join the peace process. 

Shamir's Likud bloc rejects the 
idea of a land-for-peace exchange 
and supports increased Jewish set- 
tlement in the territory. 

If Peres pushes too hard for a 
renewed peace process, it could 
bring down the fragile coalition — 
something Peres does not want 
before Israel's economic crisis is 
resolved. 


LETTERS 


Rude to keep 
high-beams on 


To the Editor: 

WITH ALL my apologies to Ms. Randa Habib. I have a com- 
pletely different problem. Unlike Ms. Habib, 1 have no car and 
thus no mobile radio to switch on while driving. 

If I hadacar l would solve my headache the way car owners do* 
Put on the high-beam when the driver on the 
his. I know it works, although some times it doesn’t unless v™ 
have stronger lights. ’ you 

However. I, being one of the less fortunates, or fortunates have 
DO car Md have to waft quite a distance every even™ to reach 
home. And if same people attack Randa's hearing sense, some 
attack my visual one- 1 mean drivers who choose, whHethS 

te^Ugh? m ®’ “ fuU 5’» witl:ho '' 'heir Mglrteam - 

Befieve me it is a nasty experience, so I have found the sohiri™.- 
ru buy a torch a long highly powered torch, and wheiKvnl^a 
SETS; hqsh-beam on, M direct my torch at it. 

is^» 

Mtetcedes or BMW driver who might be offend 

Abdallah RasJugt*. 

Amman. 











broudht displaces thousands in Western Sudan 


By Philip Sjehftdi 
’ Reuter 

ELOBEID; Sudait-^It should be ' 
iiaivest .fiine in: Xbrdofao pro- 
vince,' but the. sorghum farms are 
. mere outlines 1 in.deseix.’sand lit- - 
tcredwith the dry italks'df a failed 

crop. 'V • •••-■-. ; 

The worst drought in memory 
3.4 

ouffion inhabitants of this western 
province; Health Minister 
Abdul'Saiam Saleh Isa told Ren- 
ters, during a tour of inspection. 
Some 35 0,000^ people have been 
uprooted. . ...... 

By donkey, camel and foot, the 
displaced pick their way across 
arid . plains: towards camps that 
have. sprung up outside the pro- 
vincial capital ,of El Obeid, about 
350_k3oracU:es southwest of Kha- 
rtoum, and other major towns. 

Sudanese President Jaafar 
NmrieW 'declared .Kordofan and 
neighbouring Darfur disaster 
areas last summer when the ann- 


ual rains did not materialise, cau- 
sing a drought that has also hit 
Ethiopia- particularly badly. 

About 30,000 people . are cam- 
ped outside El Obeid and more 
then 60,000 in the towns of Dilfing 
and Kadugli, officials say. As 
.many as 250,000 may have left for 
the Nile Valley to settle near Kha- 
rtoum or in the cotton-growing A1 
Gazeerabelt. . 

The nomads and villagers of 
Kordofan live mainly from agr- 
iculture and sheep and cattle- 
rearing. but drought and the des- 
erfs encroachment are making 
both less viable each year. 

“ I planted l ,000 feddans (acres, 
400 hectares) of sorghum this 
year, and they didn't bring me a 
single piastre,” said Osman Kar- 
adawi. a local council head in 
Bara, north of El Obeid. He relies 
for cash on relatives in Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait 

The less fortunate are living on 
sorghum rations given out under a 
U.S. Agency for International 


Development (USAID) pro- 
gramme that began last month. 
USAID has allocated 250,000 
tons of sorghum for Kordofan and 
Darfur this year. 

Bara, .an oasis town, is lucky. It 
has enough groundwater to grow 
vegetables that fetch good prices 
in El Obeid. But effects of the 
drought. are clearly visible only a 
short distance away. 

At the town limits, hundreds of 
women and children cling to a wire 
fence around a camp run by a 
Kuwaiti relief committee. Their 
men are away, looking for work. 

“The donkeys, the goats,- the 
camels, they all died,” cried a 
woman from the nearby village of 
Jareija. “We have nothing." 

Kuwaiti relief worker. KhaJed- 
Mohammad Ahmad said the camp 
could not house these people, only 
give them medicine, rations and 
clothes and send them back to 
their villages. When this cor- 
respondent visited, the rations had 
almost run out. 


Driving west into the K hair an 
through thin forests of dead acacia 
trees, semi-deserted villages with 
an evident mood of despair can be 
seen. It was once a fertile, clay 
valley area. 

Tn Habila, an old man who sta- 
yed behind oversees the grinding 
of sesame paste in a crude wood 
masher turned by a camel. “In the 
history of- the village we have 
never seen a drought like this.” he 
said. 

Gum Arabic, sesame and gro- 
undnuts are important cash crops 
in the Khairan. But residents say 
this year’s output is a fraction of 
normal. Goats are destroying 
many of the gum Arabic- 
producing acacia trees that are still 
alive- 

USAID is financing wells and 
pumps to expand groundwater 
resources in oasis towns, which vil- 
lagers say are benefiting only a few 
people. Others are caught in a vic- 
ious circle. 

“People are selling their liv- 


estock to buy sorghum, but as they 
do the price of livestock falls and 
the price of sorghum rises,” Mr. 
Karadawi said. Sorghum costs 
three times more in the El Obeid 
market than it did last year. 

The desert, meanwhile, is cla- 
iming good farmland. Giant sand 
dunes in the Khairan ore slipping 
into the valleys where sorghum 
once grew. 

In Hamrat El-Wiz, North Kor- 
dofan, sand has almost buried the 
hospital and school, officials say. 
The United Nations Development 
Programme is building a giant, 
sandbag wall around the village to 
stop the desert advance. 

The state hopes to lure the dis- 
placed back to their homes by giv- 
ing them rations, digging wells and 
canals, and planting trees to halt 
the desert craw!, mostly with for- 
eign aid. 

“We are trying as hard as pos- 
sible not to turn our people into 
camp people, waiting for food to 
be shipped to them,” Health Min- 


ister Isa said. “This has failed 
again and again." 

While new arrivals at camps will 
not be turned away. Kordofan 
Governor Fathi Bishara told Reu- 
ters: “We will give them rations to 
go back to their villages whenever 
possible.” 

The problem is that the sor- 
ghum and transportation available 
are not enough. Relief workers 
say camp dwellers are resisting 
government efforts to ship them 
back. 

Up to 30 drought victims a day 
arrive at the El Obeid camp, run 
by the local Red Crescent and the 
regional Health Ministry. A Sud- 
anese relief worker reported hun- 
dreds of cases of measles and sev- 
eral thousand of diarrhoea and 
malaria, but nothing as bad as 
conditions faced by Ethiopian ref- 
ugees in eastern Sudan. 

“There is a much more man- 
ageable rate of influx into the 
Sudanese camps, and they arrive 
in better shape.” he said. 


Will Togo become Africa’s 


50km 


Togo's coast is disintegrating so rapidly that the Port of Lotne is in 
imminent danger of destruction. The old capital of Aneho is also 
threatened, and all because the Akosombo Dam was built in the wrong 
place. 


By To j ana Sharma 

LOME- Togo — Like the fabled 
continent of Atlantis.-which is said 
to have sunk beneath the Adamic 
west of Dus Straits of Gibraltar, 
tiny Togo is sliding: into the sea. 

No one knows why Atlantis dis- 
appeared. if it ever really existed. 
Togo's coast is crumbling because 
a dam was built in the wrong place. 

The drive along the picturesque 
seaside toad of Togo is one of the 
main tourist attractions of this tiny 
nation, often described as the 
playground, of West Africa. But 
(he tourist concentrating on the 
scenery wiUget a rude awakening 
as he approaches the capital city of 
Lome. The side of the road sud- 
denly falls away: it has been half 
devoured by the sea. 

Erosion along the Gulf of Gui- 
nea is reaching frightening pro- 
portions. The sea has advanced 
some 135 metres (440 feet) since 
19RQ. and the coastal road has 
had to be rebuilt twice. Historic 
tourist sites are threatened, palm 
oil plantations have disappeared 
underwater, and the sea threatens 
to engulf the wharf at which pho- 
spbate/Eogo’s-mosi valuaWoexp- 
OH5 R ts-taatfed2'‘‘-' ; - •*••••> 

The erosion is man-madeMi'ts' 


the result of development projects 
which have upset the delicate bal- 
ance of waves and sediment which 
both wore away and replenished 
the shore. 

“One need look no further than 
the Akosombo Dam on the River 
Volta in Ghana, ft is the prime 
cause of one of the most dramatic 
examples of coastal erosion in the 
world”, says George Rossi of the 
University of Benin. “The erosion 
would not have happened without 
the dam.” 

The dam. completed in 1965, 
holds back, almost all the sediment 
which was. once carried down to 
the Gulf of Guinea by the River 
Voka. Deposited along the coast 
by the current, the sediment com- 
pensated for the erosive action of 
the waves. Since 1 965. the amount 
of sediment deposited at the 
mouth of the river has plummeted 
to a mere fraction of what it used 
to be. and as a result the coast is 
now at the mercy of the sea. 

This phenomenon destroyed 
the town of Keta in Ghana. The 
home of 10,000 people simply fell 
into the ocean as the ground ben- 
eath it was eaten away by waves. 

Togolese' authorities first not- 
iced the erosion some .15; years 
ago. The Port of Lome was built in 


1968 to boost the nation's eco- 
nomy before the problem was 
understood. Now erosion thr- 
eatens that economy. 

The port's main pier slows and 
diverts the lateral currents swe- 
eping the coasL making them too 
weak (o transport what little sed- 
iment remains. Every lime a vessel 
pushes out to sea. it generates 
waves which also attack the fragile 
shore. 

Near Lome’s phosphate enr- 
inchmem factory. 15 metres of 
coasi was eaten away in only two 
days. The authorities fear for the 
phosphate wharf at Kpeme. bec- 
ause its foundations are in danger, 
Togo provides 45 per cent of 
world exports of fine phosphates 
— 50 per cent the country’s exp- 
orts. So the destruction of the 
wharf would cut the country^ 
economic lifeline. 

Scientists have noted that ero- 
sion is particularly violent near 
underwater peaks and valleys, 
such as at the wharf at Kpeme and 
the ancient town of Aneho. 30 kil- 
ometres west of Lome. The des- 
truction of the old colonial capital 
of Aneho would be an irreparable 
cultural loss, not io mention the 
loss of the homes and livelihood of 
its 10.000 inhabitants. 

Several villages have already 
been moved back from the sea. 
and the coastal road has been aba- 
ndoned twice. The new road was 
built in 1 9X4 one krtometre inland' 


parallel to the old route. The Tro- 
picana tourist complex has seen its 
beach recede 100 metres. Some 
30 to 40 hectares (75-100 acres) 
of palm oil plantations have dis- 
appeared every year since 1970. 

“The phenomenon is moving 
westwards’’. Mr. Rossi says. The 
Benin coast is under attack and 
the effects will reach as faT as 
Lagos. Nigeria, he believes. Even 
the landlocked countries of Mali. 
Burkina Faso and Niger could be 
affected, as Lome is the main tra- 
nsit port for their imports and 
expons. 

He laments that none of these 
countries have shown any interest 
in measures to combat the ero- 
sion. “We in Lome cannot wait 
until other countries join in. We 
have to protect our coast now." he 
says. “If we do not do something 
about it within a year the pho- 
sphate wharf and factory will be in 
the sea.” 

The World Bank, United Nat- 
ions Development Fund and Eur- 
opean Community have all fin- 
anced studies. But Mr. Rossi poi- 
nts out that before any protective 
breakwaters can be built per- 
pendicular to the coast to trap sed- 
imentation, expens will have to 
observe the effects on reduced 
scale models. The only lab- 
oratories equipped for this are in 
the Netherlands, France and the 
United States. 

The ‘problems Togo, is- lacing 
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today could have been avoided by 
planning — if only in planning the 
site of the port’s pier. "But the 
dam and the port were con- 
structed because the two countries 
needed them, without . thinking 


what would happen in 10 years 
time.” says Mr. Rossi, 

Now the race is on to turn aro- 
und a decade's destruction in the 
course of a year — Eanhscan fea- 
ture. 


U.S. prisons are seen 
as overcrowded, 
unsafe places to go to 


. By David Nagy 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — American 
prisons, bulging from a decade of 
anti-crime crusading, have grown 
u intp overcrowded jungle societies 
where violence reigns and suicide 
is rising, experts say. 

“Overcrowding, the strain of 
inadequate, facilities, rising vio- 
lence, these are living truths that 
" U.S. prison officials face every 
day," said Charlotte Nesbitt, a 
foraer deputy warden who rep- 
resents a prison administrators 
group. - 

White conditions in West Eur- 
opean jmteinay be even dingier, 
“the-tei^l of violence in America 
is much greater than m Britain or 
In theFriutchOr West German pri- 
sons I've seen,” said Sean McC- 
onvllle, a professor of criminal j us- 
tice ai the University of Iffinois. 

"Among the severe problems 
here are' prison gangs, assault, 
rape and extortion” of weak inm- 
fries by toligher bnes. he said. 

The U.S. .prisons crisis, widely 
portrayed as a. major social pro- 
blem, owes much to the success of 
law-and-order drives begun in the 
1970s ami pressed , hard by Pre- 
sident Reagan. 

Mi. Reagan said in his Feb. 6 
y State of the -Union speech that 
Criminate nonrare being “put beh- 
ind bars in, -record numbers” 
thanks to tougher courts and sti- 
ffet sentences. 

Statistics bear him out: About 
. 455,000 people were serving time 
for- serious crimes in stare or fcd- 
• r prisons as of Jane 30, 1984, 
latest official count available. 
That Ts double the number loc- 

ked up ] 0 years earlier and about 

Per cent more than these pri- 
.. sons were, built to hold: 

.... The; biggest rates -of increase 
"■ were; in 1981-82, Mr. Reagan's 
- ’ ftst years in office. 

.Crash prison-building pro-, 
grammes are under way but not 
likely to stem the. tide; Officials 
• espcaa some’ 566,000 inmates will 
' crammed into space designed 
for 447,000 by 1990. 

And these figures do not count 
the hundreds of thousands' held 
pending trial or serving minor sen- 
■’ tences in. local jails. 

"The atmosphere that s bre- 
^eding inmate violence — deaths, 
stabbing®, riots, incidents and sui- 


cides — is produced by a variety of 
individual aggravations, each 
working as chemical agents . to 
formulate an explosion inside the 
prisons,” said a report by “Con- 
tact,” a criminal justice research 
group. 

Its survey found that 225 pri- 
soners were killed by other inm- 
ates in stale or federal prisons 
between January 1981 and June 
1983, the latest period studied. 
Eleven guards died at the hands of 
convicts and inmate suicides tot- 
alled 263. 

. While no recent prison riot has 
approached the brutaiity of a 1 980 
uprising in New Mexico where 33 
inmates died, disturbances and 
hostage- takings have become 
commonplace. 

Five guards were stabbed dur- 
ing a recent brawl at Indiana ref- 
ormatory. Another was killed a 
few months ago in a Maryland cel- 
Iblock described as “the inn- 
ermost circle of hell". 

The typical inmate in America’s 
hard- time prisons, according to 
U.S. government studies, is a 
young adult male of about 27, 
from a poor fam ily. with little ed it- 
eration and a history of drug or alc- 
ohol abuse. He has been in jail 
before and was sent up this time 
for a violent crime or a burglary. 

Confined in a prison built about 
40 years ago. he may have a cell to 
himself, but not likely Lhe 60 squ- 
are feet of space considered Lhe 
minimum for health and safety. 

He spends much of his day min- 
gling with the other inmates. Gua- 
rds usuaDy keep well away, atop 
walls or in viewing posts. 

This typical prisoner is as likely 
to be black as white. Blacks, while 
only 12 per cent of the U.S. pop- , 
u I ace, now comprise about 48 per 
cent of the prison population. 

While there is no official study x 
of the subject, prison experts say i 
conflict between white and black 
convict cliques is another major 
source of tension. Racial frictions 
were blamed for a prisonyard bat- 
tle in Nevada in late February. 

But the main irritant is the 

age-old problem of boredom. 

“U.S. prisons have always been 
filled with idleness," said Alvin 
Bronstein, a reform advocate with 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union ( ACLU). “ When you dou- 
-ble the inmate population, that, 
idleness escalates and so does vio- 
lence." ' 



RESTORING YOUTH: “You’d better send your post- 
operation photo to your relatives, otherwise they could tod to. rec- 
ognise you after your return”, advised the Georgian surgeon- 
cosmetician Vakhtang Khutadze to his patient, a 7 2-year -old Ame- 
rican Edith Marxon, who during her visit to her Soviet friends in 
Tbilisi had learnt about doctor Khutsidze's fine art and had decided to 
grow younger again. For many years Edith Marxon was the ad riser on 


culture of the U.S. State Department ami considerably contributed to 
the widenmg of contacts between the USA and the USSR. “I am a 
common American and don’t make any official policy, but my fri- 
endship with people from many countries now including the Soviet 
doctor Vakhtang Khurtsidze, makes my own big human policy’', she 
said (Kotokhranika TASS). 


Pakistan holds quick 
polls , with no parties 


By Ibnui Hassan 

Ibnui Hassan is a Pakistani journalist currently seeing as an associate 
editor of the “ Pakistan and Gulf Economist”. The following article by 
Mr. Hassan is a press release by the Embassy of Pakistan in Amman 
on the occasion of the national and provincial assemblies' elections on 
Feb. 29 and Feb. 2$ respectively. 


THE GENERAL elections in 
Pakistan this month are expected 
to be very keenly contested. An 
unprecedented large number of 
candidates have filed their nom- 
ination papars. it seems that the 
old guard, having realised how. 
times and the electorate have cha- 
nged over the years in Pakistan, 
have chosen to give way to the 
young blood. They have certainly 
saved themselves from the pos- 
sible defeat and taken a wise step 
to let the new leadership emerge 
in the country. 

It is indeed a clever strategy for 
political survival — not to risk rej- 
ection at the polls by an electorate 
constituted overwhelmingly by 
the younger generation, below the 
age of thirty-five, and at the same 
time continuing to control the pol- 
itical parties. The elections are _ 
being held on the principle of 
adult franchise but on non- party 
basis. The leadership of the pol- 
itical parties which comes from the 
older generation belonging to the 
politics of the decade of the sixties 
and a product of the Ayub Khan 
era. thus, hopes to influence the 
new legislators from outside the 
assemblies so as to act as their gui- 
des and philosophers, and. per- 
I haps, the kingmakers. Whether or 
not they would succeed in their 
plans, is difficult to predict. The 
legislators would mostly belong to 
a new generation with an outlook 
and orientation quite different 
from the leaders of yesteryear. 

Meanwhile, the stage for the 
elections in Pakistan is all set. In 
all. there are 34.540,949 persons 
eligible to cast their votes. In the 
total population of the country 
today, the percentage of reg- 
istered voters is thus 41. Of this 
the percentage of male voters is 
over 54 and that of the female vot- 
ers almost 45. The number of can- 
didates contesting the elections 
for the National Assembly and the 
four provincial assemblies is exc- 
eptionally large. It seems that 
since the elections are being held 
on the non-party basis, a large 
number of candidates have felt 
encouraged to enter the field. As 
aspirants of political career, they 
find these elections more tempting 
and less forbidding. They now face 
.one another on their respective 
merits and are not dependent on 
the nationwide image and ela- 
borate campaign of political par- 
ries. 

Keen interest 

The average number of can- 
didates for a constituency comes 
to about 1 0, which is almost 50 per 
cent more than in any of the pre- 
vious elections. The interest is. 
thus, bound to be keener during 
the campaign than ever before, of 
course, limited within the local 
precincts of the constituencies. 
There would be no national pla- 
tform. It would mean less fire and 
heat, and less bitterness and bile. 
But it would also mean more 
person-to-person contact bet- 
ween the'eandidates and the vot- 
ers and. therefore, the possibility 
of a much larger lum-out at the 
polls. 

For the candidates, the ele- 
ctions would be less costly even 
though these would involve a 
great deal more leg work and per- 
suasion in order to net maximum 
number of voters. There exists 
hardly any ideological split bet- 
ween the contestants. Even the 
candidates, who have known party 
affiliations, are not soliciting 
votes, for whatever reasons, on 
the strength of the past per- 
formance of their parties. It was. 
thus the first elections which 
would be free of any semblance of 
an ideological tussle. 

But early in January, when the 
president announced that ele- 
ctions for the National and the 


provincial assemblies would be 
held on Feb. 25 and 28 res- 
pectively. it was generally felt that 
the political parties not par- 
ticipating in the elections apd a 
large number of politicians having 
been disqualified to take part in 
politics, would leave very few 
people to contest the elections. 
Soon the government came out 
with the announcement of general 
amnesty for all. This generated 
extraordinary political activity 
among lhe prospective can- 
didates. Even the political parties 
(defunct under martial law) were 
allowed to hold their closed dour 
meetings to make a decision about 
their participation in the non- 
party polls. They decided not to 
contest. As an afterthought, how- 
ever. now they want to revise their 
decision and are eager to enter 
into negotiations with the gov- 
ernment. But that is no more than 
an attempt to create confusion, 
make the government double- 
minded. and thus succeed in get- 
ting the elections stalled once 
again. They hope that a confusion 
of this kind would tilt the policies 
in their favour. 

Meanwhile, the Pakistan gov- 
ernment is adhering to the ele- 
ction schedule. The filing of the 
nomination papers was brisk and 
heavy on the last day. Candidates 
had to muster signed support of as 
many as 50 registered voters per 
contestant as proposers and sec- 
onders. It was a cumbersome task 
but one which infused wider int- 
erest in the electoral process and 
greater involvement of the public 
at large. Already over two 
hundred-thousand registered vot- 
ers have been involved ns s : 4 
natories to the candidature of the 
contestants. This has set the style 
and the mood — personal contact 
and intimate interest. 

In retrospect, one can now see 
the postponement of elections by 
President Zia UI-Haq in 1977 and 
1979 in a new light. On both the 
occasions, when he announced the 
elections, they were to be held on 
party basis. On both the occasions 
he found the confrontation bet- 
ween the rival political parties so 
bitter and menacing, and the pol- 
arisation so disturbing that he had 
to call off the elections. He dec- 
ided not to hold the general ele- 
ctions for several years until now 
when he finds the conditions rea- 
sonably dependable to hold ele- 
ctions peacefully, provided he gets 
strict ground rules for (he same. 
Holding the elections on non- 
party basis, prohibiting pro- 
cessions. public meetings, rallies, 
the use of microphone and sec- 
tarian or personal vilification are 
some of those rules. The rules are 
being adhered to. by and large. 

New leadership structure 

In the last seven-and-a-half 
years President Zia-Ul Haq has 
held two nationwide elections of 
the local bodies, thereby exp- 
erimenting with the non-party 
elections on the basis of adult fra- 
nchise at the grassroot level. He 
thinks, he has already produced 
the base for a new leadership str- 
ucture in the country. A new gen- 
eration has matured for national 
politics in the last over seven 
years. The older generation has 
been rendered less effective. 
Those, who were less than 18 
years of age in 1977. are now in 
their mid-twenties. People in then 
mid-fifties have reached their 
early sixties. Most of the can- 
didates now are newcomers; so is 
most of the electorate. Time and 
conditions are more favourable 
for the new generation to take 
charge. The plans seem to be to 
see the new leadership of the you- 
nger generation to enter the scene 
and reintroduce the democratic 
framework in Pakistan. 


Secretive Swiss grow less discreet in matters of crime 


By Donald Nordberg 

Reuter 

ZURICH — Switzerland is the 
home of secrecy, but it has more 
leaks than some people with 
money would like. 

Banks in this country famous 
for numbered accounts won sup- 
port for their secrecy in a ref- 
erendum last May. Swiss law even 
says a businessman may be jafled 
for giving information about deals 
to outsiders without the consent of 
all concerned. 

With such restrictions, Swi- 
tzerland has king been a haven for 
tax evasion or the concealment of 
dubious transactions. 

But more and more foreign inv- 
estigators are peeking ways to 
penetrate the secrecy, requesting 
details of anything from drug 
smuggling to high technology .sales 


to stock market manipulation. 

Justice Ministry officiate say 
that, despite the referendum, the 
government is granting more of 
their pleas for legal assistance. 
This is shown by five recent exa- 
mples: 

— Someone had been placing 
orders with Swiss banks to buy 
large blocks of shares in Santa Fe 
International Corporation, an oil 
services firm, just before Kuwait's 
National Oil Company launched a 
takeover bid. 

The buyers made huge profits. 
But they also seemed to have 
known in advance the bid was 
coming — a violation of U.S. law. 

Last Wednesday, after three 
years and an initial rebuff from the 
Swiss Federal Court, the UJS. fin- 
ally got its way when the Swiss 
government decided to cooperate 
in a probe of suspected insider 


trading. 

But this happened only after the 
U.S. revised its request to concern 
a betrayal of corporate secrets, not 
a violation of U.S. securities law. 
Insider trading is not illegal in Swi- 
tzerland. 

— Marc Rich, a Belgian-born 
oil trader with a U.S. passport, set 
up his trading company in Swi- 
tzerland to take advantage of 
low taxes and the Swiss preference 
for discretion. 

For two years., the U.S. sought 
to find evidence of whether the 
rich company had evaded U.S. 
taxes and o3 price rules. ■ 

Secrecy laws prevented Mr. 
Rich from giving details of his 
deals, while the U.S. imposed a 
daily fine until the firm did so. Swi- 
tzerland refused to help and even 
forbade Mr. Rich to give the U.S. 
some of his own company’s doc- 


uments and impounded them to 

prevent him doing so. 

Mr. Rich settled the case out of 
court in New York last October. 
But in the meantime, the Ame- 
rican bid for legal assistance was 
approved and Switzerland turned 
the impounded documents over to 
the United States to aid in pro- 
secuting Mr. Rich and an associate 
personally on criminal charges. 

— Two officials of the Mexican 
State Oil Company PEMEX are 
alleged to have taken bribes in 
return for helping an American 
company win a contract to sell 
PEMEX oil equipment. 

Following what they thought 
was safe practice, the two men 
paid the money into Swiss bank 
accounts. The Swiss government 
decided just the same to turn the 
bank records over to Mexico. 

— Ellis Ag, one of many small 


financial firms in Zurich catering 
to those withbigmoney. is the sub- 
ject of a U.S. insider trading inv- 
estigation described as the biggest 
ever, involving trading in 50 dif- 
ferent shares. 

The Swiss government agreed 
to waive secrecy for Ellis clients, 
again on the basis of possible bet- 
rayal of company secrets. Appeals 
are being heared by the Swiss 
Federal Court. 

— An American man known 
only as M is the subject of a U.S. 
probe into computer sales to the 
Soviet Union. The Swiss gov- 
ernment sought and gained access 
last year to his account at a major 
bank. Documents were later pas- 
sed on to the United States, a Jus- 
tice Ministiy spokesman said. 

Most bankers say none of these 
examples represents a major 
break with the past. 


“After the referendum, ban- 
king secrecy is stronger than 
ever,*' said a spokesman for Union 
Bank of Switzerland. 

But the opportunities for pro- 
fitable insider trading have mul- 
tiplied since 1 982, when takeover 
fever and a stock market boom hit 
the United States and brought 
more pressure on Switzerland to 
waive normal secrecy. 

In 1983, banks agreed inf- 
ormally to open their books when 
insider trading violations were 
suspected. All requests would fil- 
ter through a Swiss committee 
which would judge whether the 
suspicion seemed justified. Bank 
secrecy would thus, in some sense, 
be preserved. 

Switzerland itself is planning to 
outlaw insider trading, which wii! 
make that informal accord red- 
undant. 




W. Germany beats Portugal 
in World Cup qualifier 


LISBON (R) — West Germany, missing three pla- 
- yers suffering from influenza, produced an imp- 
ressive show of team spirit to maintain their unb- 
. eaten record in World Cup soccer qualifying mat- 
ches when they beat Portugal 2-1 Sunday, 


The West Germans were wit- 
hout captain striker Karl-Heinz 
Rummenigge, midfielder Olaf 
Thou and defender Karlheinz 
Foerstcr, but made up for their 
absence with a gritty performance. 
' Their hard-fought victory took 
them above Portugal to the top of 
European Group Two with six 
points front three matches and 
gives them an excellent chance of 
qualifying for the World Cup fin- 
als in Mexico next year. 

■ Rummenigge' s replacement 
Pierre Littbarski proved an able 
deputy by putting his team ahead 
after 27 minutes- A second goal 
was added by striker Rudi Voelier 
10 minutes later to give West 
Germany a commanding position 
at the interval. 

Portugal, whose team was built 
around eight players from Porto, 
fought back strongly in the second 


half and Diamantino reduced the 
arrears after 57 minutes. But their 
overall performance was a dis- 
appointment to the 60.000 crowd 
and a bitter blow to their hopes of 
going to Mexico. 

On a cold and windy day, Por- 
tugal — watched by Prime Min- 
ister Mario Soares — began ner- 
vously and seemed upset by the 
West German's close marking. 

The Germans were content to 
absorb the Portuguese attacks and 
rely on quick breaks led by the 
pace of Rudi Voelier and it was 
from his left-wing cross that Lit- 
tbarski shot them ahead. 

Voelier himself missed two gol- 
den opportunities to increase the 
lead — shooting wide of an open 
goal each time — before he fin- 


ished off another counter-attack of a victory over Portugal. The ter- 
by Hans- Peter Briegel with a era- rific morale shown by the team 
shing shot past Manuel Bento. was probably unsurpassable.” 


Mandlikova upsets Lloyd, 
claims Oakland $150,000 title 


OAKLAND. California (R) — 
Czechoslovakia's Hana Man- 
dlikova capped a week of upsets 
-by beating top-seeded Chris Evert 
liloyd 6-2, 6-4 Sunday to win the 
.150.0001 Oakland women's ten- 
nis tournament for a second con- 
secutive year. 

Sixth-seeded Mandlikova, who 
gained the final by beating 
second-seeded Wendy Turnbull 
of Australia and third-seeded 
Helena Sukova of Cze- 
choslovakia, played aggressive 


MINISTRY 


and virtually error- free tennis aga- 
inst Lloyd. 

The 2 3 -year-old Czechoslovak 
broke Lloyd's service at 3-2 in the 
first set and then continued an 
all-court attack, even pouncing on 
Lloyd's first serves, to win the next 
six games. 

In the 10th game of the second 
set. Mandlikova again broke 
Lloyd with an aggressive ground 
and net attack to win 6-4. 

It was the first time in four years 
that Mandlikova had beaten Evert 


PUBLIC WORKS 




GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE 


Lloyd. Mandlikova won S 28,000 
and Lloyd received S 14,000. 

H I grew into the tournament.” 
Mandlikova said, “and today. I 
played my best. But last year was 
more exciting.” 

In last year's final, Mandlikova 
ended Martina Navratilova's cel- 
ebrated winning streak. She was 
only one of two players to defeat 
the world champion in 1984. 

Lloyd praised Mandlikova but 
said the loss was” like a kick in the 
pants.” 

” I counted on more errors from 
her, but her game fell into place 
beautifully and she played me 
smart," Lloyd said. “Every time I 
lose to someone, though. I'm 
more fired up to beat them next 
time.” 

Lloyd had previously lost one 
final to Navratilova and beaten 
her in another. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Egypt bans live TV 
coverage of soccer 


Tough fight to succeed 


In between these goals, Por- 
tugal's Fernando Gomes, who was 
well below the form which won 
him European soccer’s 'golden 
boot’ missed a good chance. 

The halftime substitution of str- 
iker Diamantino for midfielder 
Andre improved Portugal's attack 
and Diamantino himself pulled 
one goal back with a thundering 
drive from outside the penalty 
area. 

But they were unable to beat 
West German/ s goalkeeper and 
deputy captain Harald Sch- 
umacher again in the dosing sta- 
ges in spite of a spell of concerted 
pressure. 

West German manager Franz 
Beckenbauer said the win was the 
most important since he became 
manager last year. “We still have 
some stiff obstacles to overcome 
in qualifying for Mexico, but we 
have taken a great step forward,” 
he said. 

“Even with Rummenigge, Foe- 
rster and then I would never have 
believed — even in my dreams — 


CAIRO (R) — A bid to help 
financially-strapped Egyptian 
soccer clubs by banning lfre tel- 
evision coverage of their matches 
is causing nationwide controversy 
after a huge turn-out caused chaos 
at one top fixture. 

The director of Cairo's int- 
ernational stadium, Hassan Amin, 
says he may refuse to host enc- 
ounters between top clubs unless 
something is done to prevent a 
repeat of last Monday’s events. 

The ban on live television, int- 
roduced this month, certainly ach- 
ieved its goal of increasing the gate 
when league side National, the 
African Cup Winners' Cup hol- 
ders, played first division rivals 
Arab Contractors. 

With the match blacked out 
from the TV, a record crowd of 

130.000 packed the stadium, 

30.000 above its normal capacity. 
A further 50.000 fans were stuck 
outside and a huge traffic jam tur- 
ned the usual 15-mmute drive 
from Cairo to suburban Heliopolis 
into a two-hour nightmare. 

Amin said damage inflicted in a 
near- riot at the 2 5 -year-old sta- 
dium could cost 50,000 Egyptian 
pounds (about $60,000) to repair. 

Before the ban, the top match of 
the day was beamed live. 


Amin said h would help if the 
state-run television showed match 
recordings in the evenings after 
major fixtures but television off- 
icials said this would disrupt other 
programmes. 

Talks are continuing on this, but 
Axnm told Reuters he would ban 
fixtures at his stadium between 
top clubs unless there is an agr- 
eement with the television or he 
gets ‘‘official pledges in writing 
that it is no longer my res- 
ponsibility.'’ 

Amin said fans 1 lives may be in 
danger. National are due to meet 
A1 Masri of Port Said, who win 
bring a large contingent of fans, in 
Cairo on Match 10. 

The arithmetic of club finances 
strongly supports the ban on live 
coverage, which was pushed thr- 
ough by National and another 
Cairo club, Zamalek reigning Afr- 
ican Champions. 

The manager of the Egyptian' 
Football Federation, General 
Mohammad AJ Deeb, told Reu- 
ters that National's share of last 
Monday’s gate was about 60,000 
pounds ($72,000). 

“It is all very obvious. Had it 
been covered live, it would have 
earned them 3,000 pounds 
($3,600)’\ he said. 


Stefanki of U.S. claims 
his 1st ever major title 


LA QUINTA. California (R) — 
Unheralded Larry Stefanki won 
his first major title and earned his 
biggest -ever prize Sunday by bea- 
ting fellow American David Pate 
6-1, 6-4. 3-6, 6-3 in the $375,000 
La Quinta classic tennis tou- 
rnament. 


“Serve a lot of serves to his bac- 
khand and get to the net, because 
thafs what I do best,” said Ste- 
fanki, the touring professional for 
the club here. 

Stefanki took the first two sets 
with relative ease but Pate won the 
third with a service break in the 


AD 1 6 seeded players, including second game, 
defending champion Jimmy Con- Stefanki said the support of the 
nors. had been eliminated from crowd helped him overcome fat- 
the tournament. igue in the fourth, set He broke 

The 2 7 -year-old Stefanki, who Pate’s service in the fourth game 
is ranked only 143rd in the world, for a 3-1 lead, and then served out 
earned $51,000. His biggest pre- the match, 
vious prize was $13,000. Stefanki said: “I felt I was pla- 

it was also the 22-year-old y n S for them. I'd look in the 
Pate's biggest payday ever. Pate, stands and hear them rooting for 
who is ranked 43rd. received me” 

$25,500. .. - - ■■■■ —— 

Stefanki, cheered on by a hom- El SfllVEtdor 
etown crowd, maintained a con- , o 

sistent strategy throughout the trOUHCeS Surftiam 
two-hour, 20-minute match. s an sat v a r»no fRi— c*»_ 


iThe Ministry of Public Works invites all local general 
Jand first class roads contractors, -to form joint- 
ventures severally and jointly to participate in the 
construction of Suweimeh/Ghor Safi highway, app- 
roximately 31 km long. 


Joint-ventures will be formed only from: 

1) Two local general class roads contractors. 

2) Local general class roads contractor with two 
local first-class roads contractors. 

3) Qualified foreign roads contractor with local gen- 
eral class roads contractor. 


The Ministry of Public Works requests all joint- 
ventures to submit all documents pertaining to the 
joint-venture to the Director of Government Ten- 
; dering Directorate at the Ministry of Public Works no 
1 later than Wednesday March 13, 1985. Offers sub- 
mitted after this date wifi not be considered. Tender 
: documents will be distributed after submission of 
■ offers. 


Head of Central Tendering Committee. 
Director, Government Tendering Directorate. 


COMPUTER FANS 

-i in. 

I offer exchange of software for COMMODORE C 64. 
More than 200 highly sophisticated utilities and exc- 
iting games available. 

For details call 42675 after 4 p.m. 


crowd helped him overcome fat- 
igue in the fourth, set He broke 
Pate’s service in the fourth game 
for a 3-1 lead, and then served out 
the match. 

Stefanki said: “I felt I was pla- 
ying for them. I'd look in the 
stands and hear them rooting for 
me.” 

El Salvador 
trounces Surinam 

SAN SALVADOR (R) — El Sal- 
vadorbeat Surinam 3-0 in a World 
Soccer Cup Central American and 
Caribbean Soccer Federation 
(CONACAF) qualifying match In 
front of a 50,000 crowd. 

Winger Mauricio Alfaro put El 
Salvador in front after 25 minutes 
and Wifredo Huezioo headed 
home a second four minutes into 
the second half. 

With II minutes to go fever 
Hernandez rounded off pro- 
ceedings with a fine drive from 
outside the penalty area which left 
the Surinamese goalkeeper with 
□o chance. 


By Bob Ucfanna 

- Reuter 

TOKYO — The battle between 
four prime candidates to succeed 
retired American Scott Hamilton 
as men's titiebokter should dom- 
inate the World Figure Skating 
Championships here next month. 

Brian Orser of Canada, having 
recovered from an early season 
loss of form, is the favourite after 
placing second to Hamihou in the 
Olympic and World Cha- 
mpionships a year ago. 

But be can expect strong cha- 
llenges from Alexander Fadeyev 
of the Soviet Union, Jozef Sab- 
oveik of Czechoslovakia and 
Brian Boitano. Hamilton’s suc- 
cessor as American champion. 

The six-day meeting starts on 
March 4 and wiD crown cha- 
mpions in the traditional four eve- 
nts, the women's, pairs and ice 
dance being the other three, but 
the focus of attention will be on 
the men. 

Orser, 23, is one of the few to 
have landed the difficult triple 
axel jump in competition, and at 
his best he does h perfectly. How- 
ever, early this season he was str- 
uggling with that jump — until the 
Canadian Championships in 
which he won his fifth successive 
national title. 

His sparkling form then earned 
him eight perfect marks of 6.0, 
seven for his free skating display, 
and his problems seem to be beh- 
ind him now. 

Orser, however, was beaten by 
Fadeyev, the 1984 European 
champion, when the same four 
skaters clashed in an international 
event in Tokyo last November, 
and the little Russian lea per is his 
most formidable rival here. 

Curren defeats 
Jarryd 


TORONTO (R) — South African 
Kevin Curren ended a drought of 
more than two years between tit- 
les when he beat top-seeded And- 
ers Jarryd of Sweden 7-6. 6-3 to 
win the $125,000-Toronto Cha- 
llenge Grand Prix tennis tou- 
rnament. 

In the first set both players held 
serve to force the tiebreaker, 
which Curren won 8-6. In the sec- 
ond set Curren, the Australian 
Open runner-up. used his big 
serve to pull away. 

“The tiebreaker definitely cha- 
nged the momentum of the match 
totally,” the third-seeded Curren 
said. 

“In the second set, he seemed 
like he let up a Iol He either lost 
all his vigour or got tentative, but 
he was not going for his shots.” 
said Curren, who earned $25,000 
for the victory. 

Jarryd won $12,500. 

The match was fiUed with unf- 
orced errors and squandered opp- 
ortunities on both sides. 


PHYSICAL FITNESS CENTRE m 


Announces the opening of 

YOGA SESSIONS FOR FEMALES 

Starting 1 st of March till the end of April. 

For more information call: 671375 

PHYSICAL FITNESS CENTRE 
L Shmeisani - Wadi Saqra Circle 

Rayan Building. 


BETTER READ IT 

One visit only for our exhibition will assure you the 
difference between us and others in quality. New 
fashions at reasonable prices, all kinds of pure cry- 
stal, electrical candles, home and office furniture 
and steel safes of different sizes and weights which 
can withstand up to 450°Cof temperature. 


• Address: 

I The Permanent Jordan Exhibition For 
International Products, * 

• Amman - Wadi Saqra Street 

I Tel. 32613, P.O.B. 150 ' 

9 — • maamam • hm • ,•—» • • 


But Fadeyev sustained a thigh 
injury during the Soviet National 
Championships las month and 
had not recovered enough to def- 
end his. European title in Got- 
henburg two weeks ago. 

He is expected to be fh for these 

championships, but whether he 
will be in top form remains to be 
seen. 

In Fadeyev’s absence, 20- 
year-old Czechoslovak Jozef Sab- 
oveik seized the European title in 
Gothenburg and will be in the 
thick of the struggle here. So will 
Boitano, who finished above Sab- 
oveik in third place in the Tokyo 
event. 

The fight between the four is 
one that could be renewed again 
and a gain right up to the 198S 
Olympics in Calgary. 

Hot favourite for the women’s 
title is East German Katarina 
Witt, last year’s world, Olympic 
and European Champion who is 
still only 19. 

Witt showed her immense skill 
and experience in Gothenburg 
when she almost fell on the first 
jump of her free programme bef- 
ore recovering to win the section 
and take the title foT the third suc- 
cessive year. 

She will be looking over her 
shoulder here at an even younger 
rival, 1 7-year-old American Tif- 
fany Oiin, who was fourth in Los 
Angeles Olympics before winning 
the U.S. title this month. 

Chin withdrew from the 1984 
World Championships at the last 
minute with a leg injury and this 
will be her first bid for the world 
title. 

Two others who could succeed 
if Witt and Chin falter are Kira 
Ivanova and Anna Kondrashova 
of the Soviet Union, a country 


who have never tad * wamaft- 
world champion. , - • _ 

Ivanova was second nr uw-» 
hcntmrg and won tta taps, 
medal at the Sarajevo Gtowct,. 

white Kondrashova took wesitvor 

at the World Champfomtep^Taa 
year. 

Claudia Lcistner o fWct ttkr- 
many, battling tack from mjiny : 
and third in Gothenburg, cannot 
be discounted after twice 'bong 
second in the World Cha- 
mpionships. 

Natalia Bestcmiaoova and 
Andrei Bukinof the Soviet Unioft. 
so often overshadowed by Bmona 
Jayne Torvill and Christ opher 
Dean, are the ke dance favourites 
now that the Britons have turned 

professional. . 

Thev won the European rate 
easily 'in Gothenburg ahead of 
compatriots Marina Klimova and 
Sergei Ponomarenko, who. nuty 

provide their main opposition 
again. ' 

But American champions Judy 
Blumherg and Michael Seibert, 
who missed out on an Ol ympi c 
medal last year before placing, 
third in the World Cha* 
mpionships, could get even closer 
to the top this time. 

Petra Bom and Rawer Sch- 
onbom of West Germany, a siir - 1 
prising third in Gothenburg, Can* . 
jirfian champions Tracy Wilson _ 
and Robert McCall as well as Bri- 
tons Karen Barber and Nicky Star 
ter also have outside medal cha- 
nces. 

Olympic and European pairs 
champions Elena "V alova and 
Oleg Vasfliev of the Sov iet Union, 
beaten last vear by Canadians 
Barbara Underhill and Paul Mar- 
tini, should regain the title they 
won in 1983 at their first attempt. 


Europeans overcome Asians 


PARIS (R) — A much-depleted 
European team overcame a strong 
Asian side 4-3 in the inaugural 
Inter-Continental Team Judo 
Championship in Paris Sunday 
with surprise victories against 
Olympic and World Champions. 

But the rout of the Pan- 
American and African teams by 
Europe and Asia threaten the fut- 
ure of the competition. 


okawa resulted in a narrow win for 
Hosokawa — from a knock-down 
counter. 

But Japan's Olympic fea- 
therweight champion Yoshiuki 
Matsuoka, was surprisingly dom- 
inated by Olympic bronze med- 
allist Marc Alexandre of France. 

Light-middleweight Michel 
Nowak of France also drew 
strength from the crowd and ove- 


The individual weight category rcame World Champion Nob^ 
finals between Europe and Asia utoshi HQcage. 
brought some top class contests. But compatriot Christian Vac- 
The long-awaited dash bet- hon had no such luck against gif- 
ween the reigning Soviet ban- ted heavyweight Hitosi Saito. who 
tamweight World Champion Kha* whipped on an unusual armlock 
2 ret Tletseri and the Japanese with his teg which nearly cracked. 
Olympic Champion Shmji Hos- Vachon's bone. 


Ban on Jacky Ickx upheld 


PARIS (R) — A ban imposed on 
Belgian former Formula One dri- 
ver Jacky Idcx for stopping last 
year's Monaco Grand Prix in 
mid-race without authorisation 
has been upheld. 

The International Motor Sport 
Federation (FISA) Monday ann- 
ounced that its appeals committee 
had upheld the ban but a fine of 
$6,000 had been reduced to 


2 , 000 . 

Ickx, still a top driver at the age 
of 40. was race director at Monaco 
last year when he stopped the 
event after 32 of the 78 laps bec- 
ause of torrential rain. 

FISA fined him and suspended 
his race director's licence ind- 
efinitely for having haired the 
event without consulting the FISA 

officials on the spot. 


TIME 
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LATIN AMERICA 

‘WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY: GAVIN’ (Ame- 
rican Ambassador presses Mexican Gov- 
ernment to solve kidnapping and protect tou- 
rists) 

A ‘TRAVEL ADVISORY’ FOR MEXICO? (U.S. 
considers further measures) 

D’AUBISSON’S MONEYED FRIEND (Sal- 
vadoran businessman and friend of D'Aubisson 
found with DLRS 6 million) 




SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


☆ Living 1 rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

* Bedroom sets 

☆ \A/bII units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆Club 8 for children 
☆Mcxdern Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663899 Civil defence street 


.Tne youthful 
style with an 
eye to the future 



RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioiied 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open dally 
12:00-3:30 p.in. 
6:30 p.m. - Mfcfeigfet 
Td, 38960 


TOURISM 

3rd Circle, Jabai Amman 
Opposite Akllah Hospital. 

PEKING DUCK & 1 

FLAMING POT FONOUE 
are our specialities 

VISIT SOON! 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 

Tel. 41093 
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CHEN'S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmoufc 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near KIk> 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeaua 
for lunch Friday 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our. 
specialities 
Open daily 
2:00 noon - 3:30 pii. 
630 p.m. - Midn ight 


CHINA 
RESTAURAN 


The .first and best Chinese 
restaurant 


Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

’Open d*a/u30-3;30-imd 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA Tel. 4415 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

establishment 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 




Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 44092-44280 

WORLD MUST BE CRAZY 

(Colour) 

Tat: 677400 

Performances 3:30, 6: . 
8:30, 10:30 


Cinema 




Tel: 22117 


UNDER FIRE 


(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 25155 

ONE FROM THE 
. HEART 

(In Colour) 

3:30 5:00 8:30 10:30 p.m. 


Cinema. 

OPERA 

ciAssofOS©3 

(in colour) 

Abdaii. behind ALIA offices 


Cinema 

PALESTINE 

Tel: 22117 

1- RAM BALRAM 

2- EAGLE’S CLAWS & 
THE DEVIL’S FIST 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-7 


Cinema 

RRGHRDRN 

• Tel: 22198 

THE CRIPPLED 
CHILD . 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-5:30- 8 












prices zoom 


new DELHI <R) — GoW P^es 
iniodia haye^hot to record levels 
since Ifctac Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi ordered a crackdown on 
-bUck* money with tax raids and 
pegged up; patrols against gold 
gnaggtijig,'- bullion dealers said 

Monday- * 

They said the crackdown' pus- 
hed the unofficial price'of gold up 
by .100- rupees (nearly $10) to 
.6^4$) ropt*S,<$5 34) an ounce lest 
Friday.-. ‘ ' 

The j-aids.also brought dealing 
io diamonds to a virtual halt and 
scot tremors through the country's 
stock exchanges and commodity 
roajtcts. dealers said.. 

" Indians use y black” money — 
cash not .declared to tax . aut- 
horities — mainly to buy gold and 
jewellery- 

Last week, 1,000 income tax 
officials and 400 policemen con- 
ducted, raids on (he offices and 


homes of more chan 200 bus- 
inessmen in Bombay in a drive to 
unearth large caches of una- 
ccounted money. 

The tax raids coincided with 
stepped-up surveillance of sea 
routes used for smuggling gold 
into the country. 

Last Saturday, customs officials 
seized gold worth $3 million that 
was dumped at sea near Bombay. 

Mr. Gandhi has warned that his 
government was determined to 
end India’s “black" money eco- 
nomy. He also said he would cha- 
nge laws, if necessary, to' end tax 
evasion. 

Official sources said Bombay, 
India’s commercial centre, was 
selected for the first crackdown 
because it was the heart of the ill- 
egal economy. 

They said records seized during 
the raids yielded information on 
tax evasion worth millions of dol- 


Mars. 

Diamonds illegally imported 
into the country were also seized 
during raids on several leading 
diamond merchants. 

Bombay diamond merchants 
described the raids as “arbitrary 
and humiliating”. In protest they 
have refused to take delivery of 
imported rough diamonds. 

Mr. Chaggan Lakhpati, an ind- 
ependent candidate for next 
week’s state elections in the con- 
stituency of Surat, a centre of the 
diamond industry, said tax aut- 
horities were harassing diamond 
traders by taking away diamonds 
legally imported. 

“India's diamond exports might 
collapse because of the raids,” he 
said. 

India's diamond exports, mai- 
nly to the Middle East and the 
U.S. are valued at around $1 bil- 
lion annually. 


Israelis vote to abandon 
economic recovery accord 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s manufacturers said Sun- 
day they were pulling out of an anti-inflation pact 
signed with the government and trade unions. 


Nicosia tightens monetary policy 


NICOSIA (R) — Monetary con- 
ditions have been tightened in 
Cyprus ip ah. attempt to offset the 
impact of 8 rising government 
budget deficit, central bank off- 
icials say, 

■ v A* is so often the case, the def- 
ictencKs in fiscal policy have to be 
cured by monetary policy," said 
-an official of the central bank, 
whose jurisdiction effectively ext- 
ends .'only over the southern. 
Greek-Cypriot part of the divided 
Bland. 

Officials say the concern is that 
thp widening budget deficit is art- 
j filiall y inflating demand, par- 
ticularly for consumption goods, 
which is boosting imports and inf- 
lating the country's trade deficit. 

Government forecasts show the 
budget deficit widening to 95 mil- 
lion Cypriot pounds l$142 mil- 
lion) this year from a provisional 
78 million pounds ($116 million) 
in 19R4-and 78 2 million ($1 16.7 
miUida)-in 1983. 

Government spending is exp- 
ected to rise to 460 million pounds 
(S&[7 million) from a provisional 


414 million ($61 8 million) in 1984 
and 367.6 million ($562.1 milt- 
lion) in 1983. 

The officials said there were 
signs the government was con- 
scious that it should limit bor- 
rowings abroad. “1 don't think the 
government envisages fresh Eur- 
o borrowing this year," said an off- 
icial. 

Net foreign borrowing is off- 
icially forecast ot decline to nine 
million pounds ($13.4 million) 
this year from a provisional 50.3 
mfliion ($75.1 million) in 1984 
and 25.6 million ($38.2 million) in 
1983. But the weight of gov- 
ernment debt repayments on the 
economy wifl increase. 

The tightening of monetary 
conditions is taking place in two 
stages. 

From lan 1 . the minimum ratios 
banks must- keep in liquid assets- 
were increased by one percentage 
point to 34 per cent and another 
one point rise is scheduled by July. 

The move reflected “the need 
to contain growth in bank credit 
wiLhin the desired limits,” said one 


central bank official. The growth 
in credit last year was 14 per cent, 
above the central bank target of 
10 to 12 per cent. 

The Cyprus trade deficit wid- 
ened last year to a provisional 356 
million pounds ($531 million) in 
1984 from 345.2 million ($515.2 
million) in 1983, central bank fig- 
ures show. 

But the Cypriot economy, 
which depends heavily on tourism 
and transit trade, boosted its sur- 
plus on the invisible account to a 
provisional 296 million pounds 
($441 .8 million) from 251 million 
($374.6 million) in 1983. 

The current account was thus in 
deficit by 60 million pounds (590 
million) compared with 94.2 .mil- 
lion ($140.6 million) in 1983. 

Inflation is forecast around six 
to 6-1/2 per cent in 1 985. against a 
provisional six per cent in !"984 
and 5.1 per cent in 1983. 

Real economic growth, forecast 
at four per cent for 1985, was a 
provisional 5.1 per cent in 1984 
and 4.1 per cent in 1983. 


The manufacturers' association 
voted unanimously to break the 
wage and price accord by Thu- 
rsday unless Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres met their demands to 
raise prices, an association official 
said. 

The agreement, to last eight 
months, went into effect almost 
three weeks ago and is aimed at 
curbing Israel 450 percent ann- 
ual inflation. 

Under its terms, a special mon- 
itoring committee was set up to 
consider requests from individual 
industrialists for price hikes fol- 
lowing a three-month price freeze 
that ended earlier this month. 

Mr. Dov Lautman, deputy cha- 
irman of the association, charged 
that the government, which sits on 
the committee along with man- 
ufacturers and trade unions, had 
stalled deliberations. 

The pact was dealt a serious 
blow last week when the gov- 
ernment raised subsidised food 
prices by 25 per cent and pro- 
mpted sharp criticism from the 
Histadrut trade unions federation, 
a main partner. 

Cabinet plans to get 
tough on overspenders 


punish senior civil servants who 
overspend their budgets, as pan of 
an effort to fight a soaring annual 
inflation, a cabinet spokesman 
said. 

Under the proposed law. which 
requires parliamentary approval, 
ministry direciors-general would 
face disciplinary hearings, and in 
extreme cases could be dismissed, 
if their ministries went over bud- 
get. 

The cabinet rejected a similar 
proposal last week. Cabinet Sec- 
retary Yossi Beilin said this week's 
draft contained some minor ame- 
ndments. He gave no details but 
said the law would help fight inf- 
lation by reducing the amount of 
money in circulation. 

Last year, the government ove- 
rspent its $23 billion budget by 
$1.8 billion. It is to present a new 
$23 billion budget for fiscal 1985 
to parliament Tuesday. 

Mr. Beilin said several ministers 
had opposed the bill, arguing that 
it would victimise officials, rather 
than their political bosses. It was 
finally approved by 1 1 votes to 
nine. 

Shamir lobbies for 
farm export protection 


sought protection for Israeli farm 
exports to Europe in talks Mon- 
day with French officials. 

Mr. Shamir, who arrived in 
Paris Sunday at the start of a Eur- 
opean tour, met European Affairs 
Minisier Chatherine Lalumicrc. 

Sources close to Mr. Shamir 
said he repeated warnings that the 
entry of Portugal and especially 
Spain to the European Com- 
munity next year could damage 
Israel*’* hard-pressed economy. 

The sources said he wanted to 
concentrate on the farm issue, and 
avoid wider questions of Middle 
East politics. 

Israeli sources made it clear that 
the threat to Israel's farm exports 
posed by the entry of Portugal 3nd 
Spain into the European Com- 
munity was the major reason for 
Mr. Shamir's visit. 

If Spain and Portugal join the 
group in January 1986 as sch- 
eduled. they would sell their farm 
expons to other Community cou- 
ntries tariff-free. At present they, 
like Israel, sell to the Community 
under low-tariff terms, 

French officials said Israel, 
which had a $1 .5 billion trade def- 
icit with the Community Iasi year, 
was seeking a number of new con- 
cessions that would guarantee 
export volumes and improve its 
competitive position, especially 
against Spain whose farm exports 
closely resemble Israel. 

Shamir leaves for Bonn Tue- 
sday. 


Meanwhile, the Israeli cabinet On the other hand. Israeli For- Shamir leaves for Bonn Tue- 
approved legislation Sunday to eign Minister Yitzhak Shamir sday. 


Dollar shatters more records 


European Community farmers 
close ranks to fight price cuts 


BRUSSELS (R) — Groups rep- Mr. Andriessen's plan for the 
respiting eight million farmers toughest price curbs yet in the his- 

across the-European CbmrririMrt y lory of theCom/bunity’s farmpoi- 

(ECT Wave r&fSide traditions! jcy was a^ee3'bylheMmmissk)0 


differences and ctofsed Tanks to 
fight tough cost-cutting moves by 
the 10-nation bloc's Brussels- 
based executive. - 

Hie farm lobby has achieved 
rare unanimity in the past three 
.weeks, masking the usual divisions 
between groups representing wid- 
ely dhergent agricultural int- 
erests. 

The farmers' immediate com- 
mon target is a quiet-spoken Dut- 
chman. Mr. Frans Andriessen. a 
former finance minister who took 
over as agricultural commissioner 
on Jan. Z-. . 

He quickly signalled his det- 
ermination to lake control of the 
bloc’s controversial farm policy 
with its. notorious stocks- of unw- 
anted food by proposing to slash 
fnany guaranteed prices. 

- “Priof cuts cannot be avoided,” 
•Mr. Andriessen said bluntly. 


on Jan. 30.' 

' Many fanners, long usedjo the 
artificially high minimum prices 
blamed for the mountains of unw- 
anted food, were stunned by their 
severity. 

The common agricultural policy 
(CAP) guarantees farmers art- 
ificially high minimum prices for 
their products. Last year adm- 
inistration and storage of the sur- 
pluses pushed the Community to 
the edge of bankruptcy, forcing it 
to raise more money. 

Mr. Andriessen proposed unp- 
recedented cuts of 3.6 per cent in 
the key cereals sector, which enj- 
oyed a bumper harvest last year, 
and cuts of six per cent for some, 
fruit and vegetables. 

Farm budget spending in 
1985-86 would be slightly higher 
than the current year in cash terras 
at an estimated 20 billion Eur- 


opean Currency Units ($15 bil- 
lfon) ( but wpuld.be jqyyer in real, 
terras after ■ g* for inflation; 

Mr. Andriessen said. » ... 

Copa, the umbrella grouping 
for farmers’ unions, took more 
than 10 days to say the package 
was totally unacceptable. The 
delay was due to internal div- 
isions, diplomats said. 

“Some realise the party is over 
and are reconciled to cuts." one 
said. But he said others in the 
group 'disagreed strongly. 

“The only way they can have 
unity is by going for maximum pri- 
ce increases. Once they realise 
this is not on they are in trouble," 
a Community diplomat told Reu~ 
ters. 

Diplomats say the farming gro- 
ups have therefore abandoned 
their traditional approach to the 
Brussels commission as a “lost 
cause” and decided to direct their 
anger at the fO member gov- 
ernments by putting pressure on 
the national farm ministers. 


LONDON (R) — The dollar jug- 
gernaut gathered speed Monday, 
slamming the mark and other cur- 
rencies to new lows and pushing 
gold to its lowest for 5Yr years as 
central banks look no action to try 
to turn the tide. 

The West German mark, which 
a week ago traded at 3.25 to the 
dollar, began Monday at 3.3920 
marks and retreated almost wit- 
hout check to be “fixed" in Fra- 
nkfurt at a !3'/2 year low- of 
3.4375. 

It then fell even further to alm- 
ost 3.45 marks, a decline of some 
six pfennigs from its closing Fra- 
nkfurt level of Friday. 

The dollar set new record aga- 
inst sterling. the Ft;enc h. franc, the 
Italian lira and many other cur- 
rencies so often and so fast that its 
level on the foreign exchange 
markets seemed to bear little rel- 
ation to comparative purchas'mo 
power. 

"The market is too large for the 
central banks. They cannot do 
anything to change the dollar's 
rate,” said one chief dealer at a 
major Zurich bank- 

There was no sign of int- 
ervention from the German Bun- 
desbank or any other central 
bank, nor any indication that the 
markets had heeded a dire wee- 
kend warning by West German 
Finance Minister Gerhard Sto- 
Itenberg. He declared that the dol- 
lar rise was distorting the terms of 
trade and “ increasingly becoming 
a major threat for the U.S. itself." 

Mr. Stoltenberg added: "Even 
the strongest economy in the 
world cannot in the long run live : 


with dramatically rising trade and 
current account deficits without 
severe damage.” 

"The goal must be to lower int- 
erest rates in the U.S. by reducing 
American budget deficits — not 
by raising interest rates in West 
Germany." he told a Frank fun 
trade fair. 

But traders were more imp- 
ressed by the contrasting view of 
President Reagan, who said last 
Thursday that the dollar'sstrength 
was because America's trade par- 
tners had not caught up with the 
U.S. recovery. 

Mr. Reagan also rejected ’Toy- 
ing” with the dollar, thus dousing 
official European hopes that the 
,IJ.S. might join othfir^centraL ' 
banks in meaningful joint int- 
ervention to pull the dollar down, 
under a Jan. 17 agreement in 
Washington by the Group of Five. 

Even though the Federal Res- 
erve has intervened several times 
in recent weeks, the markets 
Monday took their cue from Mr. 
Reagan and pushed sterling, 
which opened here at $1.0760. 


down as far as $1.06. 

The Swiss and French francs, 
which a week ago traded at 2.77 
and 9.98 to the dollar, retreated 
without resistance to 2.9070 and 
10.5475 respectively and looked 
set to slide fun her. 

Gold, which has been little aff- 
ected by the dollar's strength over 
the past three weeks, joined in the 
general retreat, apparently due to 
a rush of sell orders from North 
America triggered by chart points. 

Opening at $295.85 an ounce, it 
was down to $290 at the London 
morning fix. its lowest since late 
1979. 

From there it dropped rapidly, 
reaching $282.75 in an inc- 
“Teasingly. .hectic market, before 
returning lo $285. 

One dealer on the Frankfurt 
currency exchange said: “ Hectic is 
the wrong word to describe tra- 
ding this morning. It was panic." 

Another said 95 per cent of 
foreign-exchange orders were 
purely speculative in the int- 
erbank market, with only minimal 
corporate demand. 


Arab Bank boosts assets 

AMMAN (R) — The total assets of Arab Bank Limited group rose 
by $262 million to $10.63 billion last year, the group's annual report 
said. Deposits rose by $236 million to $10.1 billion and loans and 
bills discounted from $2.17 billion to $2.30 billion, but net profit 
before appropriation was down $4 million to $65 million, the report 
made available Sunday said. 

Total assets of the bank in Jordan increased 10.7 percent to 3.1 
billion dinars ($7.4 billion) and net profit after providing for doubtful 
debts and emergencies rose 10.4 per cent to 24.5 million dinars 
($58.9 million). Predicting even better results in 1985. the report 
said the bank's board proposed a dividend of 3.5 dinars ($8.4) a 
share, or 35 per cent of the share face value, the same as in 1983. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



imp 


^■1 'amWKXf W fUm -iim-a nx m i — ■nr » 


nothing? it 

LOOKS LIKE 
YOU'RE 
BUILPING A 

ROCKWALL 


WHAT I 
MEANT 
WAS 
NOTHING 
IMPORTANT 






FASCINATING.. .50ME60PV 
USELESS WATCHING 
SOMEBOPY DOING 
SOMETHING UNIMPORTANT.. 



"Even if you had your jaws wired shut, 
you'd figure out a way to chew 
T ’• with your ears!" 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
v by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
letter to racn square, to form 

creinaiy. words. 

; ‘TLhipu r-. I 




Pharbo 


1 

ICG 

□ 

□ 


YUBOED 


RUSSED 



fljTSBEEN REBOOTED 
THAT WE HAVE A 
CERTAIN KINSHIP 
WITH ALL LIFE - 
PEOPLE ACTUALLY 

TALK TO PLANTS TO 

MAKE THEM GROMf 
MUTT HAS BEEN 
CONVINCED B/ A 
PROFESSORTHAT 
ANTS CAN BE 
SPOKENTOAND 
REASONED WITH 
TO LEAVE HIS 
ABODE - 




AW. COME ON FELLERS. 
please leave my house/ 
REALLVTHIS IS NO P LACE 
FOR. INTELLIGENT ANTS, 

like you/ rasas 




Andy Capp 


Print answer here: 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
tam the surprise answer, as sug- 
gest by tM above cartoon. 


.. (Answers tomorrow) 


T Jumptes; IGLOO -CHAMP BALLET HYBRID 
T Answer; VWvat New Year's Eve Might be for some 


peopl*-AN “ALCOHOUDAY" 



WHERtfS HE 
-GONE -s 

TONOW? 



THE W4YSHE 
WDRRIFS ABOUT 
HIM, EH, RUBE = 


NOT REAU2V, JACK- SHE’S 
NDrSO/WJCH INTERESTED 
- IN FINDING ///A/ AS ~< 
FINDING WHAT HE'S FOUND 





LONDON STOCK MARKET 

LONDON (R) — Share prices ended lower after a dull session as 
sterling again reached record lows against the dollar, dealers said. 
However, selected issues edged above their low son cheap buying. 

The FTSE 100 share index at 1530 GMT was down 7.9 at 
1261.0. 1CI declined 5p to 877 and BTR eased 7p to 630 while 
1 Imperial Group was down I2p at 196 after 193 and Thorn EMI 
was 5p lower at 434 after 429. 

Government bonds showed net losses of up to 1 « point with 
some institutional demand stemming the decline. North Ame- 
ricans were lower. 

Vickers eased Sp to 235 and MCalpinc shed I Np to 236 both 
after annua! results, while Marshall Seceombe rose I5p to 425. 
continuing Friday's advance following the agreed bid from Cit- 
icorp International, dealers said. 

Naiwest shaded 3p to 649 among banks and life insurances 
relumed to around Friday's levels after an initial mark-up. Sun 
Life was unchanged at 734 after 744. Composites remained cau- 
tious ahead of the dividend season with General Accident down 
5p at 508. 

Oils were mixed with Shell up 10p at 785 and Lasmo Sp easier 
at 360. Gold shares fell sharply with the bullion price. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1 .0625/35 

1 .3970/4000 

3.4370/80 

3.8960/85 

2.8940/60 

6915/20 

10.5025/125 

2141/2144 

262.80/95 
9.5975/6125 
¥.7700/800 
12.3175/275 
287.50/2 8 S.2 5 


L'.S. dollar* 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 




FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, FEB. 26, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The early day is good for 
putting in motion new methods or continuing with prac- 
tical activities that have been started, but later you may 
find one who isn't willing to go along with your plans. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You ore all fired up to 
get some new plan in motion, so do just that, hut later 
steer clear of greedy individuals. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20} A secret company 
meeting can bring a fine new way of operating that can 
bring greater success in the morning. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A wise partner can give 
you information that will help to make your personal 
life more as you want it to be. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Efficiently 
handling your worirwill make a fine impression on a 
higher-up who will then give you support you need. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) You are highly inspired in 
the morning, especially where civic work and improv- 
ing your image are concerned. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) If you discuss practical 
affairs with a family tie you soon know what needs to 
be done to improve your environment. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Early communicate with 
a partner so that you gain the added benefits you desire. 
Treat your mate with more kindness. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) A person in business 
will approve of your work and then give you a boost with 
an associate who can do you a favor. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) If you involve 
your kin in the work you are doing, it will be easier and 
can bring you more benefits. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get busy perfect- 
ing your talents so that you can have greater profits in 
the future. Have fun during spare hours. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Friends and acquain- 
tances can be of assistance to you in some family affairs 
so ask for their ideas. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Early delve into all those 
tasks ahead of you and they will soon be behind you, 
even if you have to confer with an expert first. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be very brilliant during adolescence and can express 
himself, or herself far better than most. Upon reaching 
adulthood your progeny will want to make a big fortune, 
but early teach to be honest and ethical for best results 
during the lifetime. 


THE Daily Crossword by May Mannix 


ACROSS 
1 Genesis man 
5 Cezanne of 
Klee 

9 Mythomaniacs 
1* Mother of 
Castor 

IS Caen's river 
IS Forsythia tbne 
17 Son ot Jacob 
IB Close together 

20 city on the Oka 

21 Direction 
lettare 

22 Staggered 

23 Dogma 
25 Mlsptay 
27 Vary. Fr. 

29 Pull 

3Q Alas: Lat 
34 Gr, letter 
36 Menottl 
character 

38 Strict 

39 Trunk creature 

42 Novel 

43 Tea fare 

44 — grades 

45 Civil wrong 

46 Kinsman: abbr. 

47 ol Wine end 
Rosea" 

49 Fr. landscapist 

51 Relating to 

— 

54 Aslan notables 
58 Maeaw 

60 Exhort 

61 Capp character 
S3 Laundry Item 

64 First-rate 

65 OH one's 
rocker 

66 Heraldry term 

67 Nymph chaser 

68 Southwest wind 

69 Ohre River to 
Germane 

DOWN 

1 two 

2 Farm tools 
inventor 

3 Derring-do man 

4 Novelist 
Norman 

5 False mannar 



1985 Thbupp Mnlu &vvrtr 
ail Ffcgtii* fleww.w 


G Emerge 
7 Disguised as 
S Golf's Trevino 
9 Stratum 

10 - dixit 

11 Seed coal 

12 Trip 

13 Arctic last 

19 Facial feature 
24 Enlighten 
26 Old Norse 
chieftain 
26 Word lor a 
balm 

30 Old verb 
ending 

31 Willful 

32 Sea bird 

33 Poetic 
preposition 

34 A US president 46 

36 Hairdo 40 

37 Goose genua 49 

38 Primitive 

weapon 50 

40 Ar&iemnt: suff. 52 

41 Terminus 63 


Yesterday' i Puzzle Solved: 


QL'lLia U 
QQQI1 
HCJHHD 
□□□ □£ 
□0 
qqbqci 

□□liia 
I000Q0 
BOB m 
[□00 □ 
aai 
aonaa 
□(!□□□ 
□□□0 
HU0U 


□aa aaaa 1 
□aa Ilona 
SmBBQmtHQI 
ju aaaaa 
□□□□ 
□□□a aua 
UL4LH11J ama 
aaaaaaaa 
day aaaa 
□0 ataaaaa 

ULJL1U 

aaaa oatu 
□□uaaoiaa 
ania aaaa 
□aa □□□□ 


Optimistic 54 Bee. units 

“O, s*y can - - " 55 Long-legged 
Colonial new a- rodent 
caster: var. 56 Give out 

No-right pact 57 Award tor TV 

Marble 59 Cupid 

Lexer 62 Warc.Sp. 
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Palme attacks Reagan 


speech on Nicaragua 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Swedish Prime Minister Olof 
Palme has condemned U.S. support for anti- 
go venunent rebels in Nicaragua and drawn a par- 
allel between Washington’s pressure on Managua 
and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 


Speaking to a Social Dem- 
ocratic Party youth group Sunday 
night, he sharply attacked a spe- 
ech by President Reagan last week 
in which he called for the removal 
of the Nicaraguan government 
and described the rebels as “our 
brothers”. 

“The kindest thing one can say 
about Reagan is that he pre- 
sumably is not informed about 
what is really happening” Mr. 
Palme said. 

“The so-called crusade against 
Communism in Nicaragua is not- 
hing other than an expedition of 
plunder against poor peasants 
who own their own land and burtaJ 
rapes of young girls who are act- 


ually children.*' 

Mr. Palme said it was in the int- 
erest of small countries such as 
Sweden to protest against vio- 
lations of international law “reg- 
ardless of whether they take place 
in Afghanistan or Central Ame-. 


Mr. Palme said he had heard 
first-hand accounts of the murder 
and rape of children by the- Con- 
tras during a visit to Nicaragua last 
year, the first by a Western head of 
government since 1979. 


education minister. Mr. Palme 
'joined North Vietnam’s amb- 
assador to Moscow in a protest 
march against U.S. involvement in 
Vietnam. Washington responded 
by recalling its ambassador. 

Mr. Reagan's speech last Thu- 
rsday advocated the removal of 
Nicaragua's Sandinist government 
“in the sense of its present str- 
ucture. which is a Communist tot- 
alitarian state''. 

Mr. Palme said democracy in 
Nicaragua had serious failings but 
described the recent election with 
its 67 per cent turn-out as a sig- 
nificant step towards democracy. 


Newspapers said Mr. Palme's 
speech was one of Jiis most out- 
spoken attacks on Washington for 
many years. In 1968, when he was 


He expressed hopes that the 
democratic process would con- 
tinue. adding: "Support for armed 
aggression, massive military man- 
oeuvres in the region and sup- 
erpower threats can never fun her 
this process, only make it more 
difficult” 


Chernenko’s appearance quashes 


rumours of being close to death 


MOSCOW (R) — A fleeting tel- 
evision appearance by President 
Konstantin Chernenko, 73. has 
quashed rumours that he is dose 
to death but shown the Soviet 
people just how frail their leader 
is. Western diplomats said Mon- 
day. 

At the same time the Kremlin 
has signalled to the outside world 
that politburo member Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 53, is the man in cha- 
rge in Mr. Chernenko's absence, 
they said. 

State television Sunday showed 
a 50-second film of a visibly ill 
Chernenko voting in a regional 
election. He had not been seen in 
public since Dec. 27. 

Instead of following custom and 
inviting correspondents to watch 
Mr. Chernenko vote, the Foreign 
Ministry sum moned them to a pol- 
ling station to watch Mr. Gor- 
bachev cast his vote. 

Every national newspaper 
Monday carried an apparently 
heavily retouched front-page pic- 
ture of Mr. Chernenko in what 
was said to be the voting room in 


his Moscow electoral district. 

“They’ve shown Chernenko as 
he is, ” one European Kremlin 
analyst said. “People can see to 
what extent he is still their leader. 
He's there, he's just able to stand, 
he can speak. It puts down the 
rumours that he*s paralysed.” 

Reports had been circulating 
that Mr. Chernenko had suffered 
a stroke or heart attack. His two 
elderly predecessors died in office 
in the past 16 months. 

Since he took office in February 
last year. Mr. Chernenko has been 
suffering from a respiratory ail- 
ment. diagnosed by Western exp- 
erts as emphysema. 

The public were first told on 
Friday that Mr. Chernenko was in 
. bad health, when he failed to app- 
ear to deliver a speech. Officials 
had privately talked of his illness 
for weeks. 

A senior analyst at a Western 
embassy said the film of Mr. Che- 
rnenko looked posed and there 
was no way of knowing if h had 
indeed been shot Sunday in a pol- 
ling station. 


Violent deaths reportedly 
triple in El Salvador 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Vio- 
lent death in El Salvador nearly 
tripled last week — one of the big- 
gest increases in the past year — 
Roman Catholic Church spo- 
kesmen said. 

Salvadorean auxiliary Bishop 
Gregorio Rosa Chavez, speaking 
during the weekly homily at the 
Metroplitan Cathedral, said that 
between Feb. 15, and 21. 157 
people, including leftist guerrillas, 
government troops and civilians 
were killed in political violence. 

Rosa Chavez said a week ago 
that the death toll for the previous 
seven day period was 53. 

Church spokesmen said vio- 
lence was on the increase in El 
Salvador despite efforts by Pre- 
sident Jose Napolean Duarte to 


stop the killings. They said the 
jump this week was one of the big- 
gest in a year. 

Rosa Chavez said several civ- 
ilians died at the hands of the gue- 
rrillas of the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front whom 
he accused of waging a campaign 
of executions. 

“They (the guerrillas) have not 
yet abandoned this cruel and unj- 
ust practiire which on more than 
one occasion has taken the lives of 
innocent people.” he said. 

He made no mention of civilian 
killings by other groups. Church 
spokesmen, however, said pol- 
itical assassinations by both rig- 
htist death squads and the gue- 
rrillas were on the rise after a 
12-month lull. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — Both vulnerable, os South you 
hold: 

4KJ65 TQ9872 + A853 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

1 V 20 Pass ? 

Whal action do you take? 

A,— If you bid two no trump, you 
see something in the South hand 
that we don't. From which suit do 
you expect to nu.ke your tricks? 
Don't panic and try to rescue part- 
ner. He should have a reasonable 
suit for his two-level overcall, and 
your few goodies could easily be 
enough Tor him to make hia con- 
tract. 

Q.2— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*AK7 TKQ93 C KJ83 *104 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
club. Whal do you respond? 

A. - You have the strength but not 
the shape for a jump to three no 
trump -that action is reserved for 
hands with a -I-3-3-.3 pattern. Here, 
you could easily ha ve a slam in any 
suit or no trump, s n you should bid 
your hand as naturally as possible. 
We think poorly of any response 
other than one diamond. 


North West South East 

1 0 Pass I ♦ Paso 

1 NT « Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Since partner has shown a 
minimum opening bid, you are not 
Interested in anything more than 
game. And since partner's hand is 
balanced, there is no reason why 
you should want to try for 11 tricks 
in diamonds rather than nine in no 
trump. Bid three no-trump. Don't 
advertise your diamond support to 
the opponents gratis. 


Q.3— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*QJ762 OQJ8732 *7 

Partner opens the Lridding with one- 
spade- What do you respond? 

A.— You have a hand with tremen- 
dous offensive potential but little or 
no defense. This <milgbt noL even be 
your hand! Juurp to four spades. 
You might make; lit, or you could 
easily shut the opponents out of 
game, possibly eve n slam. 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

+ Q4 <?AQff 0 AS32 +J1082 
The bidding tins proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass 2 NT Paw 

3 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— If partner doesn't have six 
spades an this auction, he has erred. 
You have only one diamond stopper 
and no guarani.ee that your side can 
take nine tricks before the op- 
ponents get five. Since partner has 
shown a reluctance to play no 
Lrump, you should respect, his warn- 
ing and raise to four spades. 


Q.4 — Neither vuin erable. as South 
you hold; 

*Q783 <?AQ8 OAJ76 *J4 

The bidding has pn -acceded: 


Q.6— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

♦ AQ105 TJ9652 ->7 *872 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 v Pass 1 ? Pass 

1 * Pass ? 

Whal do you bid now? 

A.— You have excellent support 
and what could prove to be quite a 
useful hand for partner. However, 
game is unlikely unless partner can 
make a voluntary move. Therefore, 
there is no neod for you to do 
anything more dramatic than raise 
to two spades. 


Analysts said the effort to por- 
tray Mr. Chernenko as active even 
in declining health and old age was 
a symptom of the lack of a mec- 
hanism for the smooth transfer of 
power in the Kremlin. 

Of the country’s previous lea- 
ders. Vladimir Lenin, Josef Stalin. 
Leonid Brezhnev and Yuri And- 
ropov died in office. The exc- 
eption. Nikita Khrushchev, was 
ousted by colleagues in 1 964. 

The analysts see this precedent 
as a strong argument against rum- 
ours being spread by Soviet sou- 
rces in Moscow that Mr. Che- 
rnenko could stand down. 

According to these rumours, 
the party chief could offer his res- 
ignation aL a meeting next month 
of the full Central Committee. 

Mr. Gorbachev's appearance 
Sunday was the Latest evidence of 
his position as Kremlin number 
two and heir apparent. 

In stark contrast to the style of 
Mr. Chernenko and the other eld- 
erly members of the 1 0-man pol- 
itburo. Mr. Gorbachev appeared 
relaxed, confident and in good 
humour when he greeted foreign 
corrcpondems at the polling sta- 
tion. 


Tough times 
ahead for 
Nigeria, 
Buhari says 


LONDON (R) — Life in Nigeria 
will be tough in the next three 
years as the country enters a cri- 
tical economic period. Nigerian 
leader Maj. Gen. Mohammad 
Buhari said in an interview with 
the Financial Times newspaper 
Monday. 

“I don’t want anybody to relax. 
The next three years will not be a 
picnic.” he told the newspaper's 
correspondents in Lagos. 

Gen. Buhari. who came to 
power in a military coup on New 
Year’s Eve 1983. said he was ple- 
ased with the country's ach- 
ievements over the last year, “alt- 
hough the situation still leaves a 
lot of room for improvement". 

The economy’s downward slide 
had been halted, but the gov- 
ernment had failed to check the 
rise in inflation and une- 
mployment. he said. 

Asked whether Nigeria was any 
closer to reaching an agreement 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Gen. Buhari replied: 
“We need the IMF, there is no 
doubt about it.” 

But he added that the IMF's 
terms were too harsh. If, for ins- 
tance. Nigeria were to devalue the 
naira to the extent demanded, “we 
will have the riots that seem to 
signify the arrival of the IMF in 
most developing countries?*. he 
said. 

He said he had no timetable for 
a return to civilian rule and ex- 
President Shagari would certainly 
stand trial if investigations rev- 
ealed “any shortcomings.” 

The first step in the handover 
from military rule would not be an 
election but a referendum on the 
type of system Nigerians wanted 
to establish, he told the Financial 
Times. 

Speaking of Nigeria's relations 
with Britain since the abortive 
kidnap attempt on former Nig- 
erian Transport Minister Umaru 
Dikko, Gen. Buhari said Nigeria 
was “disappointed.” 

“The case of Dikko ... confirms 
Britain is not treating Nigeria with 
the seriousness that Nigerians 
expect,” he said. 

An attempt was made to smu- 
ggle the exiled minister out of Bri- 
tain in an air crate last July. Nig- 
eria has requested his extradition 
but Gen. Buhari refused to com- 
ment on his reaction if the request* 
were refused. 



LENGTHY LUXURY LIMO — The Ultra 
Limousine Company of La Palma. California, in the 
U A A., shows o IT its new 50-foot stretch Limousine. 


The Limo features a 12-foot swimming pool, fish 
tanks, four phones, a microwave oven, a ref-1 
rigerator and a sink (AP Laserphoto) 


Filipino bishop released, military says 


ZAMBOANGA. Philippines (R) 
— A Roman Catholic Bishop and 
eight others kidnapped by sus- 
pected Muslim rebels in the sou- 
thern Philippines have been rel- 
eased. military sources said Mon- 
day. 

They said a regional military 
commander had reported that 
Bishop Federico Escaler and his 
group, including two nuns, were 
making their way on Foot to Tun- 
gawan. 75 kilometres north of* 
Zamboanga, from a rebel hideout 
in the mountains. 

Escaler and His party were abd- 
ucted on Friday by an armed band 
believed to be a breakaway faction 
of the secessionist More National 
Liberation Front (MNLF). Two 
women were released the same 
day and raised the alarm. 

Military sources said Brigade 
Commander Col. Ernesto Mad- 
erazo had reported from Tun- 
gawan that the 63-year-old bishop 
and the others had been held in a 
mountain stronghold about 12 


kilometres away. 

He said they were being esc- 
orted to safety by a local priest. 
Father Carlos Rivas, who neg- 
otiated their release. 


Military sources in Zamboanga 
said Southern Military Com- 
mander Lt.-Gen. Delfin Castro 
had ordered two helicopters sent 
to Tungawan to bring the group 
back to Zamboanga and would go 
there himself to ensure they had 
been freed. 


southern Philippine island of 
Mindanao. 

Regional Commander 
Brigadier-General Madrino 
Munoz said the soldiers surprised 
members of the Communist New 
People's Army (NPA) Sunday in 
their camp in the mountains of 
Marihatag in Surigao Del Sur. 


The military had surrounded 
the hideout to prevent the rebels 
fleeing into even more rugged ter- 
rain. 

Officials were still baffled about 
the motive for the abduction and it 
was still not known whether the 
kidnappers had made any ransom 
demands. 

Meanwhile a military official 
said Monday that at least 35 
Communist guerrillas were killed 
when government security forces 
attacked a guerrilla camp in the 


There were no casualties on the 
government side, he said. 

“We are optimistic the number 
of fatalities could be higher bec- 
ause we saw traces of blood along 
the path when the rebels ret- 
reated.” Gen. Munoz told rep- 
orters. 


He said military agents dis- 
covered the camp which had ser- 
ved as training ground for the gue- 
rrillas and staging point for attacks 
against government installations 
in the area. 

Assorted firearms and amm- 
unitions. medicines, typewriters 
and priming equipment were also 
discovered. Gen. Munoz said. 


Manila orders arrest of political leader 


CEBU. Philippines — A central 
Philippines' court has ordered the 
arrest of opposition leader Aqu- 
ilino Pimentel on his return . from 
overseas this week, court officials 
said Monday. 

They said government lawyers 
had filed rebellion charges against 
Mr. Pimentel shortly before he left 
six weeks ago on a tour of the Uni- 
ted States. Canada and Europe. 

The sources said he was exp- 
ected to return on Thursday. 

Mr. Pimentel, 45, long-time foe 
of President Ferdinand Marcos, 
has been accused of giving 100 
pesos ($5) to an anti-government 
guerrilla two years ago. 

He had been in prison or under 
house arrest for more than a year 
until his release to contest par- 
liamentary elections Iasi May. He 
won his seat but the result is being 
challenged. 

He is chairman of the Philippine. 


Democratic Party (PDP) and is 
considered one of several pot- 
ential challengers for the pre-' 
sidentiai election in 1 9S7. 

Cebu.Judge Leonardo Can ares 
said an arrest warrant had been 
sent to Cagayan De Oro in the 
southern Philippines, Mr. Pim- 
enteFs hometown. He set a bail of 
50.000 pesos (S2.500). 

Meanwhile the judge in the 
Benigno Aquino murder trial 
Monday ordered the family of the 
man named by the military as the 
opposition leader's killer to show 
up in court or face contempt cha- 
rges. 

Judge Manuel Pamaran ord- 
ered the family of Rolando Gal- 
raan to appear Tuesday to explain 
Lheir failure to appear Monday. 

Judge Pamaran also agreed to a 
request by 26 people implicated in 
the killing to waive their right to 
appear daily. 


The request came from military 
chief Gen. Fabian Ver and 25 oth- 
ers charged in connection with the 
1983 Manila Airport murder of 
Sen. Aquino, a former senator. 

Mr. G aim an. said by the mil- 
itary to have killed Sen. Aquino, 
was shot dead by guards on the 
tarmac next to Sen. Aquino. 


Lupino Lazaro. the Galman 
family lawyer, told Reuters that 
family members would not testify 
until 23 of the accused, all soldiers 
now in military custody, were lod- 
ged in a jail. 


The family were among key 
witnesses, including four of the 
five members of an inquiry panel 
who implicated the 26 men, who 
failed to appear in court Monday. 

Sen. Aquino, a chief rival of 
President Ferdinand Marcos, was 
shot dead on return from vol- 
untary exile in the United states. 


Norwegian 
aide denies 


spying 

charges 


OSLO (R) — Artie Treholt. 42, a 
former Norwegian junior gov- 
ernment minister and senior dip- 
lomat, denied charges of passing 
top secret NATO defence inf- 
ormation to the Soviet Union at 
the opening of his trial Monday. 

In the list of charges read out in 
court. Mr. Treholt was accused of 
spying on meetings between Nor- 
wegian government leaders and 
senior politicians from the United 
Slates. Canada, the Netherlands. 
West Germany. Finland. France 
and Britain. 

Western leaders whose mee- 
tings with Norwegians were, all- 
egedly spied on were named in the 
list of charges us former U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Henry Kissinger, 
former Canadian Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau. ex-Presidem 
Urho Kekkoneo or Finland, Lord 
Carrington, former British For- 
eign Secretary (Minister) and now 
NATO secretary- general, and 
Helmut Schmidt. formcY cha- 
ncellor of West Germany.. 

Mr. Treholt is accused of spying 
over a nine-year period from 1974 
to I9S3 when he worked as a dip- 
lomat in the Norwegian Trade 
Ministry, as a junior minister in a 
department set up to examine the 
law of the sea. and as a counsellor 
at Norway's United Nations mis- 
sion in New York. 

Some of the most serious cha- 
rges made against Mr. Treholt 
were for the year from 1982 to 
1983 which he spent as a student 
ai the Norwegian Defence Col- 
lege. 

Since Norway is a member of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Org- 
anisation (NATO). Norwegian 
students at the college were given 
top-level security briefings by sen- 
ior military officials. 

The charges allege Mr. Treholt 
took part in a NATO “war game” 
aL the college during which details 
of NATO defence strategy m case 
of a Soviet attack were discussed, 
and details of NATO's nuclear 
plans were revealed. 

Mr. Treholt said in court Mon 
day: “ 1 have never under airy cir 
cum stances divulged information 
which threatened national sec 
urity or military secrecy, i can the- 
refore not admit guilt lb any of the 
eight points made in the charges.” 

News photographers, allowed 
inside the counhouse, met Mr. 
Treholt as he entered the court 
room. He told his lawyer: “This is 
a circus." 

He was arrested at Oslo Airport 
as he prepared to board a flight for 
Vienna. According to the charges. 
Mr. Treholt had 66 secret doc- 
uments with him. 

The charges also allege that Mr. 
Treholt passed on a large pan of 
Norway's defence plans and det- 
ails of NATO strategy to defend 
Norway against the Soviet Union 
at times of crisis. 


British miners return to work in record numbers 


LONDON (R) — British Miners 
returned to work in record num- 
bers Monday following the col- 
lapse last week of yet another ini- 
tiative to end the 50-week-old 
coal strike. 


work Monday, higher than the 
previous best for a week. 

There was a record drift-back of 
538 men in South Wales but more 
than 95 per cent of miners there 
remained on strike. 


Union could be forced to tell its 
members to return to work wit- 
hout a settlement. 


The state-run National Coal 
Board, which is insisting on the 
right Lo close uneconomic pits, 
said that more than 2,900 miners 
went back to work for the first 
lime on the morning shift. 

This topped the record for a 
whole day of 2,338 miners who 
returned on Nov. 19 after the 
board offered strike breakers Chr- 
istmas bonuses. 


The board, which gets an annual 
government subsidy of more than 
£1 billion, predicts that more than 
half of Britain's miners will be 
working within the next few days. 

With all hope of peace talks now 
abandoned, both the board and 
the government have urged min- 
ers to give up their strike against 
pit closures. 


“You can grind men so far. At 
the end of the road, everyone will 
have to go back because the har- 
dship is tremendous in the mining 
areas,” he said in a television int- 
erview. 


The Conservative government 
and the board have ruled out fur- 
ther talks and urged strikers to 
vote with their feet. 

In Yorkshire, Britain's biggest 
coalfield, where the strike began, 
more than 1 .000 men returned to 


Energy Minister Peter Walker 
said Sunday that the miners' att- 
empts to bring British industry to a 
standstill had “totally failed” and 
that coal stocks remained high. 

Jack Taylor, president of the 
miners in Yorkshire where the str- 
ike began, admitted that . the 


In London Sunday, dem- 
onstrators fought running battles 
with police and 101 arrests were 
made during a march by tho- 
usands of miners. 

Mounted police were called in 
to break up crowds after a series of 
clashes near Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s Downing Street 
residence. 


But police said most of those 
arrested were “drunken hoo- 
ligans” who had nothing to do 
with the miners. They est- 
imated! 3.000 joined the march. 


the organisers said there were 
80,000. 

The board is hoping that after 
the failure of yet another peace 
initiative last week and an exp- 
ensive weekend advertising cam- 
paign. the new working week will 
push the number of miners shu- 
nning the strike at more than half 
the work force. 

The board says 46 per cent of 
Britain's 1 87.400 miners are now 
working, though the Miners' 
Union says 1 30.000 of its mem- 
bers are still on strike. 

The strike began last March 
over the board's plans to close 20 
pits with the loss of 20:000 jobs. 

The last negotiations between 
the two sides broke down four 
months ago and the latest peace 
bid by trade union leaders ground 
to a halt over the same issue — the 
board's resolve to close pits it def- 
ines as uneconomic. 


Pakistani election candidates whip up poll fever 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Candidates 
running in Pakistan's first par- 
liamentary poll in eight years 
Monday mounted a last-minute 
effort to whip up election fervour 
and thwart an opposition boycott 
call. 

Buses and vans hired by can- 
didates in defiance of a ban orr 
transporting voters cruised the 
countryside outside Islamabad 
seeking supporters to ferry to the 
polling stations. 

Cities were plastered with pos- 
ters and banners — the only way 
to advertise contenders — and 
candidates set up tents to attract 
voters and guide them through the 
polling stations. 

About 1,100 candidates are 
running as individuals because 
political parties are barred from 
purring up candidates. 

The government has arrested 
more than 800 opposition activists 
and campaigning was restricted to' 
private meetings and door- 
to-door canvassing. 

Officials said there was steady 
voting in Karachi and Rawalpindi, 
although a smaller turnout was 


reported in Lahore. 

Troops and police patrolled 
Karachi. In other cities more pol- 
ice were deployed to prevent pos- 
sible violence but soldiers stayed 
off the streets. 

President Mohammad Zia UI 
Haq went on television Sunday 
night to appeal for a big turnout. 

He promised the election for 
217 elected seats in the 237- 
member National Assembly 
would be free and fair. 

Gen. Zia, who assured himself 
another five years in power thr- 
ough a snap referendum m Dec- 
ember, said a voter turnout of 
more than 40 per cent would be a 
sign of support for his gov- 
ernment- He said he would not 
consider a Lower turnout as a rej- 
ection. 

The Movement for the Res- 
toration of Democracy (MRD) 
opposition alliance, which boy- 
cotted the referendum, has urged 
people not to vote. It has expelled 
members standing as ind- 
ependents. 

Five of Gen. Zia's ministers and 
several advisers are facing tough 


opponents and could be defeated. 

The president told foreign jou- 
rnalists Sunday the. new prime 
minister would have more power 
than before. 

Gen. Zia has said he plans ame- 
ndments to the constitution but he 
declined to teU the press con- 
ference what they were. He said 
the new parliament would have 
the power to revoke them if it wis- 
hed and could decide whether to 
revive political parties, banned 
since 1979. 

.Monday's polling will be fol- 
lowed by elections on Thursday 
for four provincial assemblies. 

Gen. Zia twice postponed ele-. 
ctions after seizing power in July 
1977, toppling Prime Minister 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto who was han- • 
ged in 1979. 

The coup followed unrest after 
the March 1977 elections, which' 
the opposition said were rigged by 
Mr. Bhutto's Pakistan People's 
Party, now the main force in the 
MRD. 


I find it necessary to give the new 
government stability and con- 
tinuity." 

He also said his critics would be 
free to take him to court for tre- 
ason once martial law was lifted. 

He said the new parliament 
would not pass an indemnity act to 
protect him and other generals 
against charges that their coup 
abrogated the now-suspended 
1973 constitution. 


The supreme court had dec- 
lared his government legal in 1 978 
so he had no fears about treason 
charges being brought, he said. 
Polling staff in the small town of 
Kahuta, near Islamabad, sat idle 
waiting for voters after the fust 
three hours of polling. They told 
Reuters more than one third of the 
voters had cast their ballots in a 
morning rush earlier. 


Gen. Zia saidhe would lift mar- 
tial law in stages: — “I will have the 
martial law umbrella for as long as 


Information and Religious Aff- 
airs Minister Raja Zafarul Haq is 
facing a tough opponent in Kah- 
uta. 

The staff also said they were 
having problems with illiterate 
voters. 



Second Kalian 
Siamese twin dfes 


CATANIA. Sicily (R) — An mf*' 
am Siamese rwm who survived his 
brothel after an operation to 
aratc them has died, hospital off- 
icials has said. The twins, bem on 
Thursday, were joined nt the 
chest, shared some intern id organa . 
and had only three leg* ftciwefr 
them. Surgeons separated them, 
knowing that the weaker tain,' 
Adriano, would die. during the 
operation, and giving, hit brother 
Claudia only a lOper cent chance . 
of survival.. Claudio died .of whigt , 
doctors called the traumodic Mfcss 
of the operation. 


‘Indians to exceed 
Chinese by 2050’ 


NEW DELHI (R) — India *pop= 
ulaltnn wifi exceed that of CMe* 
by 2050 if its birthrate. does nor 
fall, a conference on law and nred- 
Seine was told. The freu Trust d . 
India (PTI) quoted KLK. Yea*', 
ugoia. an Indian supreme court 
lawyer, as saying WwV pop. 
ulalion of 74U million uiH reach; 
1.513 million hv that date: But 


China's population, mjwfrft! over 
a billion, will reach 1 .450 roiftwe 


at its present growth rate, he said: 
He said India's annual birthrate o 
34 per 1.000. Vcntigora said.MEh 
an increase would wipe out India's 
economic achievements and 
would mean a rise in poverty and 
illiteracy. He called on the gov- 
ernment to work out a era a-, 
prehensile system of incentives 
similar to those in China lo enc- 
ourage birth control where a «<*• ; 
gle child gets benefits in edu- 
cation. jobs, housing and tood: 


2,089 killed in 1984 
fires in Japan 


TOKYO (AP) — Fires killed » 
postwar record 2.08V peo^e,. inc- 
luding 750 in fire-related suicides, 
in 1984. up 14.3 percent t tram * 
rear earlier, a goverroent report 
has said. The report, released by. 
the Home Affairs Ministry said 
the number of fires rose hy 6.7 per : 
cent Worn 1983 to 63.752 inl9H4. 
It said one fire broke out every 
eight minutes, and every day six 
people were killed in fires and 3V0 
million yen (S 1 5 million) worth of 
property was damaged. Rural 
outdoor bonfires built tor winter 
warmth and then left untended 
were the leading cause of fires in 
1984. accounting for 1 2.4 percent 
of total fires, followed by tobacco 
at 1 1.7 per cent and arson at 11.6 
per cent, the report said. Officials 
said some people committing sui- 
cide did so by lighting themselves 
on fire. Until 1982, tobacco hud 
been the leading cause of fires for 
24 years, but arson headed the list 
for the first time in 1983. 


Whales coaxed to 
freedom by classical 
music 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet sailors 
coaxed 1,000 ice-bound white 
whales to freedom by playing 
them classical music from an ice- 
breaker in the Bering Sea. a Mos- 
cow newspaper has said. The wha- 
les were freed after spending more 
than seven weeks trapped by thick 
ice in Senyavin Sound near the 
Bering Strait, which separates the 
Soviet Union from Alaska. The 
newspaper Sotsialistcheskaya 
Industriya. in a report from the 
Far Eastern city of Magadan, said 
ihe whales showed characteristic 
timidity by refusing to fallow the 
icebreaker after if cut a 20- 
kilomeire route through the ice 1& 
them. "Then somebody rem- 
embered that dolphins, the cou- 
sins of whales, react very well to 
music,” the newspaper sa’id.” Sev- 
eral melodies were tried out. The" 
taste of the Arctic whales ran to 
classical music,” 


Nobility guide 
to exclude AIDS 
victims 


LONDON (R) — The publish 
of Burkes Peerage, the ps 
sttgious directory of the Brit 
nobility, are to exclude suffer 
of AIDS and their close relaw 
from its new list of eligftfe tot 
Pf^rs- “Wc are worri 
that AIDS may not be a smn 
infection, even if conveyed in us 
sual ways, but an indication <y 
genetic defect.” Publishing D 
ector Harold Brooks-Baker tt 
reporters. Brooks-Baker said t 

diremory's “510^ and Gd 

S“»de based - 
noble bmh or wealth, would a 
hide survivors of AIDS orYfo 
related to them. -ft 

faee W 

“Wir genetic make-up, are m 

hkely to get it than otSoS ^ 

case with rheumatic 
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